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percent in Connecticut. Sixteen states reported 
outside costs of less than 5 percent, nine states 
reported additional costs between 5 to 9.9 
percent; and nine states reported 10 to 19.9 
percent of costs were paid by other agencies. 
Six states, Connecticut, Illinois, Missouri, New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Texas, reported 20-34 
percent of total costs fell outside of their 
corrections budget.  
 
Continue reading...  
 
GAO Examines Prescription Drug Abuse 
Education Efforts: Prescription drug 
overdose deaths have reached epidemic 
proportions. To address this issue federal 
agencies have begun to coordinate education 
efforts. The U.S. Government Accountability 
Office (GAO) recently examined these 
coordination efforts and made 
recommendations for future work.  
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH), and the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) are among the 
federal agencies that have established 
programs to educate drug prescribers about 
issues related to prescription drug abuse and 
misuse. Strategies that have been implemented 
to combat prescription drug misuse include 
continuing medical education programs, 
requiring training and certification in order to 
prescribe certain drugs, and developing 
curriculum resources for future prescribers. 

Nevertheless, GAO researchers urge that 
more education is necessary and that it is 
insufficient to merely educate prescribers.   
 
Continue reading… 
 
Taser International Announces New 
Camera for Police: Taser International is 
announcing a new a camera for police, a half-
ounce unit about the size of a cigar stub that 
clips on to a collar or sunglasses of an officer 
and can record two hours of video during a 
shift, the New York Times reports. The 
information eventually is stored in a cloud-
computing system that uses Taser’s online 
evidence management system. Taser has had 
its share of controversies over its electric-
shock guns, which the firm says are used by 
17,000 of the 18,000 U.S. law enforcement 
agencies. 
 
The camera system, called Axon, is one way 
to defuse the controversies. Taser already has 
some 55,000 minicameras mounted on Tasers. 
But the camera is only triggered when the gun 
is drawn. It could do the same for police 
shootings. The video, however, would not 
capture the events leading up to that point and 
provides no context that might justify the 
weapon’s use. “One big reason to have these is 
defensive,” says Taser CEO Rick Smith. 
“Police spend $2 billion to $2.5 billion a year 
paying off complaints about brutality. Plus, 
people plead out when there is video.” 
 
Continue reading… 
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NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
New Report Aims to Identify the True 
Taxpayer Cost of State Prisons: The cost of 
maintaining and operating prisons is almost 
14 percent higher than state corrections 
department budgets cover, according to a new 
cost benefit analysis from the Vera Institute 
of Justice and the Pew Center on the States. 
The Price of Prisons aims to uncover the true 
cost to taxpayers associated with state prisons 
and provide a complete scope of how much 
of taxpayer money is needed to maintain the 
state prison system. 
 
Currently, there are a little over 1 million 
men and women incarcerated in state prisons 
across the country. The rising numbers of 
prisoners has affected state corrections 
department budgets, which have increased 
dramatically over the past two decades. 
While the corrections department typically 
pays the majority of costs for state prisons, 
additional state agencies pay related 
expenses. These expenses can range from 
employee benefits to prison education 
services. According to Vera, the total cost to 
maintain and operate prisons for taxpayers is 
approximately $38.8 billion. State corrections 
departments are responsible for $33.6 billion 
of that total the rest fall outside the 
corrections budget.  
 
Researchers surveyed 40 states to gauge 
outside corrections costs. Among the 
participating states, outside costs ranged from 
less than 1 percent in Arizona to a high of 34 

TRAINING/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
Free Grant Writing Seminars: OCJS is 
hosting free Grant Writing seminars in 
2012. OCJS’s grant trainings provide an 
overview of identifying grant sources, 
analyzing program objectives, creating a 
budget, seeking letters of support, and 
writing proposals. Federal and state 
grants available to criminal justice pro-
fessionals are discussed. Attendees also 
receive the OCJS publication, Grant 

Writing: Identifying and Applying for 
Funding in a Competitive Market. Grant 
writing 101 trainings take place on the 
following dates: March 12, April 11, 
May 2, June 7, September 13 and No-
vember 8.  
 
All trainings are held from 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. in the Ohio Department of Public 
Safety’s Motorcycle Classroom, located at 

1970 W. Broad St., Columbus, on the 
first floor. To download and print a train-
ing registration form, visit: http://
publicsafety.ohio.gov/links/
ocjs_TrainingForm.pdf 
 
Register here: is http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/OCJSregister 
 
 

OCJS  now available on Twitter and Facebook 
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Second Chance Act Technology Careers Training 
Demonstration Projects for Incarcerated Adults 
and Juveniles FY 2012 Competitive Grant  
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/
grant/12SCATechCareersSol.pdf 
 
Deadline: March 2, 2012, 11:59 p.m. ET. 
 
Overview: The Second Chance Act of 2007 provides 
a comprehensive response to the increasing number of 
incarcerated adults and juveniles who are released 
from prison, jail, and juvenile residential facilities and 
returning to communities. There are currently over 
2.3 million individuals serving time in our federal and 
state prisons, and millions of people cycling through 
local jails every year. There are approximately 94,000 
youth in residential confinement within the juvenile 
justice system on any given day. Ninety-five percent 
of all offenders incarcerated today will eventually be 
released and will return to communities. The Second 
Chance Act will help ensure that the transition 
individuals make from prison, jail, or juvenile 
residential facilities to the community is successful 
and promotes public safety 
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GRANT FUNDING  
on death penalty issues to improve legal 
representation provided to indigent defendants 
charged with having committed capital crimes and 
to enhance the ability of prosecutors to effectively 
represent the public in state capital cases. 
 
Eligible Participants: Applicants are limited to 
state agencies in states that authorize capital 
punishment and that conduct, or will conduct 
prosecutions in which capital punishment is 
sought. For the state agency to be eligible, its state 
must have an “effective system” for providing 
competent legal representation for indigent 
defendants in capital cases. An “effective system” 
is defined as a system that invests the 
responsibility for appointing qualified attorneys to 
represent indigent defendants in capital cases 
either:  
(A) In a public defender program that relies on 
staff attorneys, members of the private bar, or both, 
to provide representation in capital cases; (B) In an 
entity established by statute or by the highest state 
court with jurisdiction in criminal cases, which is 
composed of individuals with demonstrated 
knowledge and expertise in capital cases, except 

Eligible Participants: States, units of local 
government, territories, and federally recognized 
Indian tribe. 
 
Award Information: BJA anticipates that it will 
make up to six awards of up to $750,000 for a 12-
month project period. 
 
Contact: The BJA Justice Information Center at 
(877) 927–5657, (606) 545–5035, 
JIC@telesishq.com, or via live web chat at http://
www.justiceinformationcenter.us/.The BJA Justice 
Information Center hours of operation are 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. eastern time, Monday through Friday, and 
8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. eastern time on the solicitation 
close date. 
 
Capital Case Litigation Initiative FY 2012 
Competitive Grant http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/
grant/12CapitalCaseSol.pdf 
 
Deadline: March 2, 2012, 11:59 p.m. ET. 
 
Overview: The purpose of the Capital Case Litigation 
Initiative (CCLI) is to provide high-quality training 

Legal  Conference on Counterfeit Goods: 
The Columbus Division of Police is hosting a 
legal conference sponsored by Kingsland & 
Associates and Baker & Hostetler law firm on 
counterfeit goods.  The conference will be held 
on Friday March 9, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. at the Columbus Police Academy located 
at 1000 North Hague Avenue, Columbus, 
Ohio.   The conference target audience is Ohio 
law enforcement, federal law enforcement and 
federal and state prosecutors.  The conference is 
free and includes Continuing Legal Education 
for attorneys and a box lunch.   The conference 
focuses on identifying, investigating, and prose-
cuting trademark and counterfeiting.   
 
To register go to www.rsvpbakerlaw.com/
Counterfeiting2012, upon arrival at the confer-
ence photo identification will be required.   
Contact Attorney Shannon Morgan at 614-462-
2695 or smmorgan@bakerlaw.com for any 
questions.  
 
JISP Webinar on Social Media and Law 
Enforcement: The next JISP Beacon Webinar: 
Social Media and Law Enforcement: Building 
Capacity and Connecting to Citizens will take 
place on March 8, 3-4 p.m. ET.  
 
This webinar will provide both a macro per-
spective on how law enforcement is adopting 
and leveraging social media on a national scale 
and an in-depth look at how the Richmond Vir-
ginia Police Department has integrated social 
media into their community outreach strat-
egy.  These efforts have helped the Richmond 
Police quickly disseminate public safety infor-
mation and connect directly with the people in 
their community. The speakers for this webinar 
are Nancy Kolb, senior program manager for 

Community Safety Initiatives with the Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) 
and Dionne Waugh, public information officer 
and marketing and public relations specialist for 
the Richmond Police Department. 
 
To register, click here.  
 
Cultural  Considerations in Domestic and 
Sexual Violence Cases: The training will pro-
vide an overview of culture, a critical redefini-
tion of culture along with work on cultural mis-
information.  It will enable participants to ex-
plore how misinformation affects our percep-
tions – both explicit and implicit - about people, 
culture and behaviors. The speaker will be Su-
jata Warrier, PhD, Director of the NYC pro-
gram for the prevention of domestic violence 
and national domestic violence.  
When: Thursday, March 22 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. 
Where: Commissioners Hearing Room, 5th 
Floor, Wood County Common Pleas Court, One 
Courthouse Square, Bowling Green, Ohio 
No fee, Certificates of Attendance, Light Re-
freshments. 
Target Audience: Community Service Provid-
ers, Court Personnel and Domestic Violence 
Professionals. 
RSVP to Nichole Blanton by March 16: nblan-
ton@co.wood.oh.us.  
 
Non-Fatal Strangulation Seminar: 
“Choking”, or strangulation, is an act of vio-
lence frequently used to control and overpower 
a victim, and has recently been recognized as a 
particularly lethal form of interpersonal vio-
lence. This seminar will explore the physiologi-
cal effects of strangulation, signs and symp-
toms, and medical evaluation of these patients. 

Written and photo documentation will be 
discussed, as well as the importance of col-
laboration between health care and law en-
forcement to improve patient safety. An As-
sistant Attorney General will discuss how to 
improve the investigation and prosecution of 
strangulation cases for law enforcement pro-
fessionals.  
 
This seminar will focus on the team approach 
to addressing strangulation, and will provide 
valuable knowledge for nurses, physicians, 
emergency medical services, social workers, 
advocates, law enforcement and prosecutors. 
 
This training is free of cost but does require 
advanced registration as space is limited. 
CEU’s and contact hours for nurses will be 
provided and certificates of course comple-
tion are available for law enforcement and 
attorneys .  
 
When: March 28 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
Where: Mercy Medical Center Ampitheater, 
1320 Mercy Drive, Canton, Ohio. 
 
Deadline for registration is March 24. Please 
contact Shawanna Schneider @ 330-489-
1111 ext. 2170 or e-mail at:  
shawanna.schneider@cantonmercy.org to 
register or for more information.  
 
Please provide the following information 
during registration: Name, agency name, 
address, phone number and e-mail address. 
Confirmation and program materials will be e
-mailed to registrants. Registration begins at 
8:30am. There will be short breaks through-
out the day and lunch will be on your own. 

TRAINING/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CON’T. 
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Ohio Researchers Address Issue of Collateral 
Consequences: 
Researchers at the University of Cincinnati 
recently released a report titled, “Collateral 
Consequences of Criminal Conviction in Ohio”. 
Collateral consequences restrict those with a 
felony conviction from, among other things, 
employment, receipt of welfare benefits, access 
to public housing, and eligibility for student 
loans, ultimately making it difficult for the 
individual to advance economically and socially 
(The Sentencing Project, http://
www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?
id=143). The researchers conducted a 
comprehensive survey of legal databases to 
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RESEARCH & EVALUATION 
Ohio Public Defender’s Office Provides 
Online Database about the Civil Impact of 
Criminal Convictions: 
The Ohio Public Defender’s Office released an 
online database called CIVICC—Civil Impact 
of Criminal Convictions. This website 
provides search tools for those who want to 
learn more about the collateral consequences 
of conviction in Ohio. Users can look up a 
criminal offense and find out what legal 
barriers are likely to apply in addition to the 
court-imposed sentence. Other search features 
are also available. To access the CIVICC 
database, click here: http://opd.ohio.gov/
CIVICC/.  

identify and describe collateral consequences of 
criminal conviction imposed by Ohio law. In 
addition, they conducted a survey of criminal 
justice professionals in Ohio to estimate the 
percentage of defendants affected by certain 
collateral consequences and the magnitude of the 
impact of those consequences. The survey also 
assessed the professionals’ perceptions and 
opinions regarding current issues related to 
collateral consequences. Follow this link to 
access the full report: http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/
CollateralConsequences.pdf. 
 
 
 

for individuals employed as prosecutors; or (C) 
Pursuant to a statutory procedure enacted before the 
date of the enactment of the CCLI Act [October 30, 
2002] under which the trial judge is required to 
appoint qualified attorneys from a roster maintained 
by a state or regional selection committee or similar 
entity. 
 
Award Information: 8 awards of up to $250,000 
each for a project period of no less than 12 months 
and no greater than 24 months. 
 
Contact: The BJA Justice Information Center at 
(877) 927–5657, (606) 545–5035, 
JIC@telesishq.com, or via live web chat at http://
www.justiceinformationcenter.us/.The BJA Justice 
Information Center hours of operation are 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. eastern time, Monday through Friday, and 
8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. eastern time on the solicitation 
close date. 
 
Justice and Mental Health Collaboration State-
Based Capacity Building Program FY 2012 
Competitive Grant: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/
grant/12JMHCPCapacityBuildingSol.pdf 
 
Deadline: March 2, 2012, 11:59 p.m. ET. 
 
Overview: The primary purpose of the JMHCP is to 
increase public safety by facilitating collaboration 
among the criminal justice, juvenile justice, and 
mental health and substance abuse treatment systems 
to increase access to mental health and other 
treatment services for adult and juvenile individuals 
with mental illness or co-occurring mental health and 
substance use disorders. For details on the JMHCP, 
see www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/
JMHCprogram.html. The primary goal of the Justice 
and Mental Health Collaboration State-Based 
Capacity Building Program is to provide 
comprehensive resources and services to eligible but 
unfunded JMHCP applicants in FY 2012. 
 
Eligible Participant: Applicants are limited to for-
profit (commercial) organizations, nonprofit 
organizations, faith based and community 
organizations, and institutions of higher learning 
(including tribal institutions of higher education). 
 
Award Information: BJA anticipates that it will 
award one cooperative agreement of up to $525,000 
for a 12-month project period. 
 

Contact: The BJA Justice Information Center at 
(877) 927–5657,(606) 545–5035, JIC@telesishq.com, 
or via live web chat at http://
www.justiceinformationcenter.us/ .The BJA Justice 
Information Center hours of operation are 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. eastern time, Monday through Friday, and 
8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. eastern time on the solicitation 
close date. 
 
Protecting Public Health, Safety and the Economy 
from Counterfeit Goods and Product Piracy: The 
Intellectual Property Theft Enforcement Program 
FY 2012 Competitive Grant:  http://
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/12IntelPropertySol.pdf 
 
Deadline: March 2, 2012, 11:59 p.m. ET. 
 
Overview: The Intellectual Property Theft 
Enforcement Program, administered by BJA, is 
designed to provide national support and improve the 
capacity of state, local, and tribal criminal justice 
systems to address intellectual property criminal 
enforcement, including prosecution, prevention, 
training, and technical assistance. 
 
Eligible Participants: Applicants are limited to state, 
local, tribal (federally-recognized Indian tribal 
governments as determined by the Secretary of the 
Interior), and municipal law enforcement agencies, to 
include law enforcement agencies within institutions 
of higher education, and prosecutors. 
 
Award Information: BJA anticipates that it will 
make approximately 12 awards for a 12-month 
project period. The project start date should be on or 
after October 1, 2012. BJA anticipates each award 
will be approximately $200,000, but will consider 
awards of more or lesser amounts based on the 
strength of individual applications as well as 
demonstrated need. 
 
Contact: The BJA Justice Information Center at 
(877) 927–5657, (606) 545–5035, 
JIC@telesishq.com, or via live web chat at http://
www.justiceinformationcenter.us/.The BJA Justice 
Information Center hours of operation are 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. eastern time, Monday through Friday, and 
8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. eastern time on the solicitation 
close date. 
 
Sober Truth on Preventing Underage Drinking 
Act Grants Short Title: STOP Act Grants 
http://www.samhsa.gov/grants/2012/sp_12_003.aspx 

 
Deadline: March 6, 2012, 11:59 p.m. ET. 
 
Overview: The Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration, Center for 
Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP) is accepting 
applications for fiscal year (FY) 2012 Sober Truth 
on Preventing Underage Drinking Act (STOP Act) 
grants. The purpose of this program is to prevent 
and reduce alcohol use among youth age 12-20 in 
communities throughout the United States. The 
STOP Act program was created to strengthen 
collaboration among communities, the Federal 
Government, and State, local and tribal 
governments; to enhance intergovernmental 
cooperation and coordination on the issue of 
alcohol use among youth; to serve as a catalyst for 
increased citizen participation and greater 
collaboration among all sectors and organizations 
of a community that first demonstrates a long-term 
commitment to reducing alcohol use among youth; 
to disseminate to communities timely information 
regarding state-of-the-art practices and initiatives 
that have proven to be effective in preventing and 
reducing alcohol use among youth; and to enhance, 
not supplant, effective local community initiatives 
for preventing and reducing alcohol use among 
youth. 
 
Eligible Participants: The statutory authority for 
this program limits eligibility to domestic public 
and private nonprofit entities that are current or 
former Drug-Free Communities Program (DFC) 
grantees. For example: local governments, 
federally recognized American Indian/Alaska 
Native Tribes, Territories, and Pacific and 
Caribbean Jurisdictions may be eligible. 
 
Award Information: Up to $50,000 per year. 
 
Contact: Virginia Simmons, Division of 
Community Programs, Center for Substance Abuse 
Prevention Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration at (240) 276-14221 or 
eileen.bermudez@samhsa.hhs.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 

GRANT FUNDING CONT. 

http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=143�
http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=143�
http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=143�
http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=143�
http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=143�
http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=143�
http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=143�
http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=143�
http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=143�
http://opd.ohio.gov/CIVICC/�
http://opd.ohio.gov/CIVICC/�
http://opd.ohio.gov/CIVICC/�
http://opd.ohio.gov/CIVICC/�
http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/CollateralConsequences.pdf�
http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/CollateralConsequences.pdf�
http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/CollateralConsequences.pdf�
http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/CollateralConsequences.pdf�
mailto:JIC@telesishq.com�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODMz/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODMz/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODMz/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODMz/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODM0/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODM0/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODM0/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODM0/index.html�
mailto:JIC@telesishq.com�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODM1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODM1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODM1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODM1/index.html�
mailto:JIC@telesishq.com�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODI1/index.html�
http://ncja.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU4MTU1JnA9MSZ1PTc1OTk4NzY1MiZsaT02NjM3ODM2/index.html�
mailto:eileen.bermudez@samhsa.hhs.gov�


PAGE 4 

LEGISLATIVE CORNER 
  
  
 

O C J S  C O N T A C T  
 

OLIVER CORBIN, EDITOR, CRIMINAL JUSTICE WEEKLY: ODCORBIN@DPS.STATE.OH.US; 614/728.8732 

New Resource for the Nation Girls Insti-
tute: The Department of Justice announced 
a new resource—the National Girls Institute 
website—to better meet the needs of at-risk 
and delinquent girls, their families and the 
agencies and organizations that serve them. 
OJJDP established the National Girls Insti-
tute in 2010 to develop and provide a range 
of training, technical assistance and other 
resources to local, tribal and private organi-
zations serving girls and young women in, 
or at risk of entering, the juvenile justice 
system. Through this website, professionals 
can submit requests for training and techni-
cal assistance, as well as find current infor-
mation about best practices, gender-
responsive tools, research and related 
events. There are also sections created spe-
cifically for girls and their parents/
caregivers. 
 
Youth Risk Behavioral Survey Results 
Are In: In November 2011, results of the 
newest Youth Risk Behavioral Survey 
(YRBS) were released by the Ohio Depart-
ment of Health. The 2011 YRBS questioned 
1,442 Ohio students in grade 9-12 in 11 
major categories: youth development, in-

jury, violence, mental health, tobacco, alco-
hol, illegal drugs and prescription drug 
abuse, sexual behaviors, nutrition, physical 
activity, and preventative health care. Click 
here to learn more about the YRBS and to 
access the 2011 results.  
 
An In-Depth Look at the Evaluation 
Process: Are all evaluations created 
equally? To better assist practitioners in 
distinguishing between good and poor qual-
ity evaluation reports, the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance Center for Program Evaluation 
and Performance Measurement recently 
released a publication called “Is This a 
Good Quality Outcome Evaluation Report? 
A Guide for Practitioners.” This guide is 
intended to help practitioners to better un-
derstand key evaluation terms and designs 
and to recognize how to identify a high 
quality evaluation report.  
 
This publication can be found on the BJA 
Center for Program Evaluation and Perform-
ance Measurement website, under the head-
ing What’s New. This publication is one of a 
series of resources available to aid practitio-
ners in planning and implementing program 

evaluations and in developing and collect-
ing program performance measures. 
 
Evidence-Based Policing Research Pro-
gram: What strategies “work” in reducing 
crime and disorder in policing? Research-
ers at George Mason University’s Center 
for Evidence-Based Crime Policy created 
a research program in evidence-based 
policing to promote the use of scientific 
research, evidence, and analysis to guide 
police practices. One central part of this 
effort is the development of the Evidence-
Based Policing Matrix—a free online 
interactive tool that provides an easy-to-
use framework for summarizing all police 
evaluation studies of moderate to high 
rigor. The matrix categorizes evaluations 
according to three dimensions of crime: 1) 
the nature of the target; 2) the extent to 
which the strategy is proactive or reactive; 
and 3) the specificity or generality of the 
strategy. Click here to go to the Evidence-
Based Policing Research Program and to 
learn more about the matrix.  
   

EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES 

Adam Walsh Act Update: On February 21, The 
Supreme Court of Ohio held  that its 2010 deci-
sion in State v. Bodyke, which invalidated part of 
the Ohio Adam Walsh Act (AWA) as unconstitu-
tional, did not invalidate the statutory petition 
process by which a sex offender may seek judi-
cial review of his classification. The Court also 
held that when a trial court finds that a defendant 
who has been indicted for failing to register as a 
sex offender under the AWA is not a person sub-
ject to registration, the trial court has authority to 
grant a pretrial motion to dismiss the indictment. 
 
The court’s 7-0 decision, authored by Justice 
Yvette McGee Brown, reversed rulings by the 
10th District Court of Appeals. The case involved 
Paul Palmer of Columbus, who pleaded guilty to 
sexual battery in 1995, served a prison term for 
that offense, and was released from prison prior 
to the July 1, 1997 effective date of Ohio’s first 
comprehensive sex offender registration law 
enacted as Megan’s Law.  Under  Megan’s Law, 
persons like Palmer who completed their prison 
sentences before July 1, 1997, were not subject to 
classification as sex offenders or to the law’s 
registration or community notification provisions. 
 
In 2007, the General Assembly enacted the Ohio 
Adam Walsh Act, which replaced Megan’s Law 

indictment.  Additionally, the trial court or-
dered the removal of Palmer’s name from any 
“local, state or federal” lists of sex offenders. 
 
The state appealed, and on review the 10th 
District Court of Appeals reversed the trial 
court’s rulings. 
 
As a preliminary matter, the 10th  District con-
cluded that the trial court exceeded its author-
ity when it dismissed the indictment because it 
looked to “evidence outside the face of the 
indictment” and “addressed the very issue to 
be determined at trial.” Additionally, the 10th 
District found the dismissal erroneous in light 
of the language of the AWA explicitly apply-
ing its provisions retroactively to all past sex 
offenders regardless of the date of their of-
fense. Finally, the appellate court reversed the 
trial court order requiring Palmer’s removal 
from lists of sex offenders because the order 
stemmed from the erroneous determination 
that the requirements of the AWA did not 
apply to Palmer. 
 
Continue reading... 

with a more stringent sex offender classification 
scheme. Under the AWA, all former sex offend-
ers were subject to classification into one of three 
“tiers” based on their offenses regardless of when 
their offense was committed.  Palmer was noti-
fied that, based on his 1995 sexual battery con-
viction, he had been classified as a Tier III (most 
dangerous) offender and as such would be re-
quired to register with law enforcement in his 
county of residence and county of employment 
every 90 days for the rest of his life, and also was 
subject to community notification requirements. 
Palmer filed a petition in the Franklin County 
Court of Common Pleas under a provision of the 
AWA, R.C. 2250.031(E), that entitled classified 
sex offenders to “a court hearing to contest the 
application to the offender of the new registration 
requirements.” While that petition remained 
pending, a grand jury indicted Palmer on felony 
counts of failing to verify his current address and 
failing to report a change of address as required 
by the AWA. 
 
Palmer filed a motion asking the trial court to 
dismiss the indictment, and to rule immediately 
on his  pending petition challenging his classifi-
cation under the AWA. The trial court ruled that 
Ohio’s sex-offender regulations did not apply to 
Palmer, and granted his motion to dismiss the 
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