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Urban Institute Study Looks At Mental
Health Courts: Offenders with mental
illnesses who receive treatment in specialty
mental health courts are less likely to be
rearrested than similar offenders with mental
illnesses who go through conventional courts,
according to research conducted by the Urban
Institute and funded by the National Institute
of Justice. This study examined mental health
court programs in Brooklyn and the Bronx,
New York. These mental health courts
attempt to decrease the recidivism rate among
mentally ill offenders by providing them with
long-term community-based treatment,
instead of incarceration.

In both sites, offenders who participated in
the mental health court had a lower re-arrest
rate than did similar offenders whose cases
were handled in traditional court settings.
While the two programs in this report
contained different components, both
featured community-based treatment, court
monitoring, case management, and treatment
services for mentally ill offenders.

In the Bronx, treatment in the mental health
court made mentally ill offenders 6 percent
less likely to be rearrested. Those who went
through the mental health court were
rearrested at a rate of 69 percent.
Demographically similar offenders who
instead went through the traditional court
process had a re-arrest rate of 75 percent.
However, there were no statistically
significant differences in reconviction rates
between the two groups.

In Brooklyn, participation in the mental health
court reduced both the re-arrest rate and the
reconviction rate. The re-arrest rate for
offenders from the traditional court system was
68 percent. Demographically similar offenders
who instead went through the mental health
court process had a re-arrest rate of 60 percent.
Participating in the mental health court also led
to a 17 percent decrease in reconviction rate.

Those offenders who did recidivate had a
higher probability of committing drug crimes
than violent or property crimes. Those who
underwent mental health court treatment and
did recidivate committed their crimes at a later
period than did those who went through the
traditional court system.

To read the full report, click here

BJA Report Identifies Characteristics of
Successful Intelligence-Led Policing
Programs: Intelligence-led policing (ILP) can
improve public safety outcomes in
jurisdictions of all sizes and can address many
different types of crime, according to a Bureau
of Justice Assistance (BJA) report. Enhanced
crime data analysis and expanded information
sharing between different agencies are key
features of ILP. This report, entitled “Reducing
crime through intelligence-led policing,”
highlights 10 diverse jurisdictions that
effectively used ILP in their communities.
Although every jurisdiction has unique needs,
this report identifies 10 common features of
successful police departments that use ILP.

TRAINING/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

In identifying the replicable characteristics of
effective departments, this BJA report offers
insight to all types of police departments. The
following 10 characteristics were identified
as crucial to police success: command
commitment, problem clarity, active
collaboration among different agencies,
effective intelligence, information sharing,
clearly defined goals, results-oriented tactics
and strategies, holistic investigations, officer
accountability, and continuous assessment.

Case studies of 10 successful ILP programs
offer specific examples of these principles in
action. In Milwaukee, enhanced information
sharing and analytic capabilities contributed
to a 60 percent decrease in the murder rate of
young African Americans. The report also
examined successful ILP programs in Texas,
Georgia, Oregon, Florida, California, Arizona
and Virginia.

The effective use of ILP in jurisdictions of
different sizes and with diverse crime
problems shows that ILP can be an effective
method for all jurisdictions. The results of
this report validate many BJA principles
about combating crime, including the
agency’s emphasis on fostering collaboration.
To be included in this BJA report, ILP
programs had to show success and be
transferable, collaborative, and sustainable.
The majority of agencies included in this
report received funds from the BJA Targeting
Violent Crime Initiative.

Click here to read the full report.

Free Grant Writing Seminars: OCJS is host-
ing free Grant Writing seminars in 2012.
OCIJS’s grant trainings provide an overview of
identifying grant sources, analyzing program
objectives, creating a budget, seeking letters of
support, and writing proposals. Federal and
state grants available to criminal justice pro-
fessionals are discussed. Attendees also re-

ceive the OCJS publication, Grant Writing:
Identifying and Applying for Funding in a Com-
petitive Market. Grant writing 101 trainings
take place on the following dates: September
13 and November 8.

All trainings are held from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
in the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s Mo-

torcycle Classroom, located at 1970 W. Broad
St., Columbus, on the first floor. To download
and print a training registration form, visit:
http://publicsafety.ohio.gov/links/

ocjs_TrainingForm.pdf

Register here: is http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/OCJSregister

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Veteran-Specific Reentry Programs
(Webinar): Veteran Specific Reentry will look at
state and local efforts to help veterans re-enter
society, prevent recidivism, address risk factors
and connect to benefits they have earned through
service to their country. This webinar will focus
on efforts taking place within the Indiana Depart-
ment of Correction’s Veterans Education and
Transition Program and county level efforts tak-
ing place in Washington State. The presenters for
this webinar are Sarah Neidlinger, veterans spe-
cialist for U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs,
Alexis Dean, reentry specialist with the Indiana
Department of Corrections and David Green,
project manager with the Washington State De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

When: Thursday, September 6 from 3pm - 4pm
EST.

Register here.

To view previous webinars in this series please
visit the NCJA website.

Evidence-Informed Intervention for Children
Exposed to Domestic Violence: Difficulty con-
centrating, higher rates of chronic illness, and
trouble forming healthy emotional attachments
are only a few obstacles faced by children and
youth who are directly or indirectly exposed to
Intimate Partner Violence. While many profes-
sionals and concerned community members are
aware of these harmful outcomes, many struggle
to develop appropriate responses. Kids’ Club and
The Mom’s Empowerment Programs are time-
tested, evaluated programs demonstrating im-
proved outcomes for kids (ages 5 and up) and
their non-abusing caregivers. Please join us for
this free 2-day training lead by the programs’
developer and experienced practitioner, Dr. San-
dra Graham-Bermann.

Who should attend: domestic violence shelter
staff and volunteers, community health and men-
tal health providers, parent educators, children’s
advocates, children and youth service organiza-
tion, school counselors, program planning staff

GRANT FUNDING

and other interested parties.
When: September 24-25

Where: University of Michigan, Ann Arbor Cam-
pus

To register, click here.

For more information, email alsocevta@also-
chicago.org, call LaTanya Lane 773.235.5705
ext. 31 or visit www.also-chicago.org/cev

SART Annual Conference on Sexual Assault
2012:

Date: September 14, 2012

Time: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm

Location: John Carroll University, 20700 North
Park Boulevard, University Heights, OH 44118

This years conference will highlight the unique
challenges faced when working with the pediatric
population. A child’s view of the world is often
much different than adults. This conference will
explain specifically that view and the mindset of
child abuse victims.

CEUs pending for social workers and nurses, and
CLEs pending for attorneys. Your $40 registra-
tion fee includes lunch. Check-in begins at 8 a.m.

Register here online OR mail your form to Cleve-
land Rape Crisis Center: SART Registration, 526
Superior Avenue, #1400, Cleveland, OH 44115
(checks payable to the Cleveland Rape Crisis
Center).

https://www.clevelandrapecrisis.org/

event registrations/register/54

Please direct any questions to SART Administra-
tor Teresa Matthews at (216) 698-3237 or
cc_sart@yahoo.com

Overcoming Challenges - Teen CPOs in Prac-
tice, Ethics and Law (Webinar): Faculty will
examine the ethical issues confronting attorneys
representing juveniles in teen dating violence
protection order litigation. The webinar will

address the following ABA Model Rules of

Professional Conduct: 1.1 (competence), 1.3
(diligence), 1.4 (communication with the cli-
ent), and 1.6 (confidentiality of information)

Faculty will examine practice under the OH
Juvenile Protection Order statute, highlighting
the unanticipated consequences of the statutory
language. They will also analyze the appellate
law that has narrowed the class of eligible
petitioners and limited the scope of abuse eligi-
ble for relief under the code.

Faculty will review the legislative history of
the OH Juvenile Protection Order Statute, offer
an overview of the class of eligible victims,
examine both the relief available and enforce-
ment mechanisms, consider the advantages and
challenges of the statutory language as a vehi-
cle for relief from teen dating violence, address
the complexities of representing juvenile vic-
tims and offenders, explore the role of schools
in safeguarding teen victims and ensuring teen
offender compliance with juvenile protection
orders, and suggest strategies for implementing
juvenile protection orders and promoting
safety for juvenile victims, their families and
allies.

Eligible Participants: This webinar is open to
all attorneys and law students in the U.S., In-
dian Nations and the U.S. Territories interested
in pro bono representation of domestic vio-
lence victims in civil protection order proceed-
ings.

When: Tuesday, August 28 from 3 p.m. - 4:40
p.m. EDT

Registration Fees: $35 for attorneys employed
or volunteering for Legal Aid/Assistance/
Poverty Law Firms/Government Agencies and
Law Students. $50 for all other attorneys.

Click here for more information and to regis-
ter.

Enhancing Law Enforcement Response
to Children Exposed to Violence: The
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention (OJIDP), Office of Justice
Programs, will fund a qualified, eligible
applicant to establish a training and
technical assistance provider for law
enforcement agencies regarding children’s
exposure to violence. This provider will
develop and disseminate an array of tools
and resources targeted toward law
enforcement officers, their
multidisciplinary team members, and their
community partners who are often the first

responders to incidents of children who
have been exposed to violence.

This program is a part of the Department
of Justice’s Defending Childhood
Initiative. OJJDP will administer this
program in partnership with the Office of
Community Oriented Policing Services
with support from the Bureau of Justice
Assistance; Office for Victims of Crime;
Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys;
Office on Violence Against Women; and
Office of Sex Offender Sentencing,
Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering,
and Tracking. For more information, see

the notes from the May 2012 Defending
Childhood Working Group meeting at
www.ojjdp.gov/grants/solicitations/LE-
CEV-Meeting-Summary.docx. This
program is authorized under the
Department of Justice Appropriations
Act, 2012; Pub. L. No. 112-55; 125 Stat.
552, 615.

Eligible Participants

- State governments

- County governments

- City or township governments

- Public and State controlled institutions

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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of higher education

- Native American tribal governments
(Federally recognized)

- Native American tribal organizations
(other than Federally recognized tribal
governments)

- Nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) status with
the IRS, other than institutions of higher
education

- Private institutions of higher education

- For profit organizations other than small
businesses

- Small businesses

For assistance with any other requirements
of this solicitation, contact the Justice
Information Center (JIC) at 1-877-927—
5657, via e-mail to JIC@telesishg.com, or
by live Web chat. JIC hours of operation

SPECIAL REPORT

are 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. eastern time,
Monday through Friday, and 8:30 a.m. to
8:00 p.m. eastern time on the solicitation
close date.

To register, click here.

Reducing Crime Through Intelligence-
Led Policing: The federal Bureau of
Justice Assistance (BJA) identified 10 law
enforcement agencies that have had
success combating crime through
"intelligence-led policing," in a recent
report.

The report details innovative policing
experiments, in which departments’ sought
to apply ideas or principles from other
disciplines.

The police department in Austin, TX
applied the principles of crime prevention
through environmental design, according
to the report. Recognizing that population
and geographic growth in Austin presented
emerging crime challenges, the department
studied tactical, operational and strategic
responses to individual crimes. Ultimately,
“the department realigned patrol bureaus
and beats around activity and call/problem
demand, rather than geography.”

Other departments highlighted in the report
include: Evans County, G.A., Medford,
O.R., Milwaukee, W.I., Palm Beach
County, F.L., Phoenix, A.Z., Richmond,
V.A., San Diego, C.A., San Francisco,
C.A. and Tampa, F.L.

Click here for the full report

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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America’s Children in Brief: The Federal
Interagency Forum on Child and Family
Statistics (FIFCFS) has released its annual
report, “America’s Children in Brief: Key
National Indicators of Well-Being.” Each
year since 1997, the FIFCFS has published
a report on the well-being of children and
families. These child well-being indicators
span seven domains: Family and Social
Environment, Economic Circumstances,
Health Care, Physical Environment and
Safety, Behaviors, Education, and Health.

The report reveals that both preterm births
and the adolescent birth rate declined. Av-
erage mathematics scores for 4" and 8™-
grade students increased, and the violent
crime victimization rate among youth de-
creased. However, the percentage of chil-
dren living in poverty increased, and the
percentage of children with at least one
parent employed full time, year round de-
creased.

SPECIAL R EPORT

Click here to read the full report.

Neighborhoods, Recidivism, and Em-
ployment among Returning Prisoners:
University of Michigan researchers re-
cently released Final Technical Report:
Neighborhoods, Recidivism, and Employ-
ment Among Returning Prisoners. This
National Institute of Justice funded re-
search focuses on the role that community
context plays in the labor market outcomes
and recidivism of former prisoners. The
study found that neighborhood features
were strong predictors of recidivism and
labor market outcomes. The study suggests
that carefully evaluating a parolee’s
neighborhood when approving new hous-
ing sites might improve outcomes. Click
here for the executive summary and full
report.

‘What is the purpose of CrimeSolu-
tions.gov?

CrimeSolutions.gov is intended to be a cen-
tral, reliable, and credible resource to help
practitioners and policymakers understand
what works in justice-related programs and
practices. Its purpose is to assist in practical
decision making and program implementation
by gathering information on specific justice-
related programs and reviewing the existing
evaluation research against standard criteria.

It is important to note the CrimeSolutions.gov
Web site does not constitute an endorsement
of particular programs, nor does it conduct
original research. The programs reported
upon favorably are being recognized for their
accomplishments in support of the mission of
the Office of Justice Programs (OJP). Further-
more, it is not intended to replace or super-
sede informed judgment and/or innovation.
CrimeSolutions.gov recognizes that rigorous
evaluation evidence is one of several factors
to consider in justice programming, policy,
and funding decisions. OJP also recognizes
the importance of encouraging and supporting
innovative approaches that may not yet have
extensive evidence of effectiveness.

Important Notes about How to Use the
Information Provided on CrimeSolu-
tions.gov:

CrimeSolutions.gov rates the quality
of evaluation research supporting a
program’s outcomes. Consequently, its
ratings do not necessarily reflect a
program’s effectiveness in every pos-
sible scenario or situation. Users
should be careful to review the pro-
gram record to understand each pro-
gram’s target population, demograph-
ics, setting, and the research results for
each program outcome.

Review of programs and their posting
on the CrimeSolutions.gov does not
constitute an endorsement, promotion,
or approval of these programs by
CrimeSolutions.gov, the Office of
Justice Programs, or the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice.

It is inappropriate to use CrimeSolu-
tions.gov as an exhaustive list of jus-
tice-related programs, since CrimeSo-
lutions.gov has not reviewed all pro-
grams in existence.

OCJS CONTACT

Policymakers and funders are dis-
couraged from limiting their selec-
tion of potential contractors and/or
grantees to only those programs that
appear on CrimeSolutions.gov.

Users are permitted to download
publicly available articles and re-
search via the National Criminal
Justice Reference Service (NCJRS)
or order copies for a nominal fee.
However, users are asked to contact
individual study authors for permis-
sion to duplicate original studies, as
these studies are not the property
of CrimeSolutions.gov.

CrimeSolutions.gov is funded by
the U.S. Department of Justice's
Office of Justice Programs and its
evidence reviews are managed by
Development Services Group, Inc.
The views expressed on this Web
site do not necessarily reflect the
views of the U.S. Department of
Justice.

Read more about Tips for Using CrimeSo-
lutions.gov.

OLIVER CORBIN, EDITOR, CRIMINAL JUSTICE WEEKLY: ODCORBIN@DPS.STATE.OH.US; 614/728.8732
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