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NEWYANNOUNCEMENTS

VAWA Bill Passes Senate by Wide
Margin: The Senate passed its Violence
Against Women Act reauthorization bill, S.
47, by an overwhelming margin of 78-22.
Further, the Senate rejected an amendment,
reported in last week’s Info Letter, by
Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK), which would
have required DOJ to report to Congress on
the grant programs under its jurisdiction,
identify duplicative or overlapping
programs, and use its discretion, where
allowable, for their consolidation or
elimination. It would have required DOJ to
develop a plan to cut no less than 20 percent
of funding from those overlapping programs.
The amendment was rejected on a nearly
party-line vote of 46-53.

Another amendment, by Senator Patrick
Leahy (D-VT), would reauthorize the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act. It passed
by a vote of 93-5.

House Democrats have introduced the
Senate bill in the House. House Judiciary
Committee Republicans have yet to
introduce their version of the bill.

Source: NCJA

NCJA to Join White House Roundtable
on Criminal Justice and Sequestration:
On February 14, the White House is
scheduled to hold a small roundtable on
sequestration’s impact on the criminal
justice system. In attendance will be senior
White House and Justice Department staff.
NCIJA President Jack Cutrone will be one of
a handful of speakers. He will discuss
NCJA’s work on the impact of recent
funding cuts on programs in the field, and
present the NCJA and Vera Institute of
Justice survey and the two recent
sequestration stakeholder sign-on letters.

Source: NCJA

An Ohio Victim Assistance Program Needs
Our Help: The Victim Assistance Program
(Akron, Ohio) recently entered a contest
sponsored by Toshiba. One of 5 non-profits in
the entire country were picked to win a
technology makeover! The Akron Victim
Program made it to the top 5 now it's time

for facebook users to vote for the grand prize
winner....a 100k technology makeover. They
help over 8,000 victims every year and new
technology would make our services more
efficient and effective.

The deadline to vote is March 10 to vote for
the Victim Assistance Program's video.
Please help this Ohio organization by voting
and spreading the word. Click on the
following link to vote: https:/
apps.facebook.com/helpingthehelpers/
contests/300419/voteable_entries

The Sentencing Project Releases its Annual
State of Sentencing Report for 2012: The
Sentencing Project released its annual report,
The State of Sentencing 2012: Developments
in Policy and Practice. The report examined
five criminal justice policy reforms that
occurred in 2012. The focus was on states that
had enacted relaxed mandatory minimums,
eliminated the death penalty, modified
sentencing, parole and probation revocation
reforms, and juvenile life without parole
relief. According to the report, there were
seven states that revised their mandatory
minimum sentencing. Louisiana introduced
H.B. 1068 allowing individuals convicted of
offenses with mandatory minimums to be
eligible for parole or probation if agreed to in
a plea deal or a post-conviction agreement.
Pennsylvania, S.B. 100, established
alternative sentencing options in the county or
state intermediate punishment facilities,
allowing low-risk convicts to serve time
outside of prison.

Alabama and Kansas now give more

OCJS now available on Twitter and Facebook
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discretionary power to judges. S.B. 386 in
Alabama allows for judges to impose
sentences more or less severe than the
standards if they found aggravating or
mitigating factors in a particular case. H.B.
2318 in Kansas, allows judges to mandate a
lesser sentence without having to justify
their decision as they had done in the past.

Missouri and Massachusetts enacted
legislation based on certain types of
offenses. Missouri made changes to the
sentencing structure of crack and powder
cocaine offenses. H.B. 1256 followed a
similar pattern of the 2010 Fair Sentencing
Act by minimizing the disparity in crack and
powder sentences from 75 to 1 to 18 to 1.
The bill raised the quantity required for a
crack Class A felony to 24 grams.
Previously, it was a Class A felony for
selling 6 grams of crack with a mandatory
minimum of ten years. Massachusetts
conversely imposed mandatory minimums
for certain defendants convicted of a third
violent felony in H.B. 3818.

On the other side of the side of the nation,
California made similar mandatory
minimum reforms. Proposition 36, which
revised the three strikes law, passed with 68
percent support. This proposition changes
California’s sentencing policy. Life
sentences can only be imposed if a third
felony conviction is violent or serious.
Additionally, the law authorizes re-
sentencing for those serving life sentences as
a result of the previous third strike law if
their crime was not serious or violent and
they do not pose a risk to public safety, as
determined by the sentencing judge. The
legislation also creates harsher penalties for
persons convicted of manufacturing and/or
selling large quantities of drugs.

Continue reading...
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Free Grant Writing Seminars: OCJS is host-
ing free Grant Writing seminars in 2013.
OCJS’s grant trainings provide an overview of
identifying grant sources, analyzing program
objectives, creating a budget, seeking letters of
support, and writing proposals. Federal and state
grants available to criminal justice professionals
are discussed. Grant writing 101 trainings take
place on the following dates: April 9, May 7,
June 13, July 11, August 8, October 8, No-
vember 7 and December 12.

All trainings are held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in
the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s Motor-
cycle Classroom, located at 1970 W. Broad St.,
Columbus, on the first floor.

Register here now online only. Click here to
register.

From Barriers to Solutions: Investigating and
Prosecuting Human Trafficking

Webinar | February 25,2013 | 2:00-3:30PM EST

Human trafficking thrives in rural, suburban,
and urban jurisdictions across the country be-
cause it is routinely undetected, overlooked or
misidentified. The common misconception that
“we don’t have human trafficking in our juris-
diction” leads many criminal justice system
professionals to fail to recognize common indi-
cators of human trafficking. Further, a lack of
coordination between the criminal justice system
and community-based programs results in a lack
of victim identification and offender account-
ability. While our ability to identify offenders
and victims has improved, there are still signifi-
cant gaps in the justice system’s response to
human trafficking.

In April 2012, researchers from the Urban Insti-
tute and Northeastern University released the
report, “Identifying Challenges to Improve the
Investigation and Prosecution of State and Local
Human Trafficking Cases,” highlighting chal-

GRANT FUNDING

lenges to — and recommendations to improve
—human trafficking investigations and prosecu-
tions. The report addresses complex challenges
in addition to offering numerous recommenda-
tions following an in-depth study that examined
twelve jurisdictions across the United States.
Click here to read the full report.

This webinar will highlight key findings from
the report and offer solutions for overcoming
some of the barriers enhancing victim identifica-
tion and safety, and increasing offender account-
ability through the effective investigation and
prosecution of human trafficking cases.

Allied justice system professionals including but
not limited to prosecutors, law enforcement
officers, community-based service providers,
medical and mental health practitioners, proba-
tion and parole officers, judges, etc. are encour-
aged to attend.

Click here to register.

And Then There Were Three: Multiple De-
fendant Rape, Witnessed Rape, and Other
Complex Cases

Webinar | March 1, 2013 | 2:00-3:30PM EST

Headlines related to multiple offender and wit-
nessed rape cases are becoming more prevalent
but experienced sexual violence prosecutors
know that these cases are not new. These histori-
cally difficult cases are becoming more complex
due to the use of technology — including social
media — to threaten and intimidate rape victims.
In addition, defendants often stick together or
point the fingers of blame at one another to ma-
nipulate the justice system, cast doubt on the
victim’s credibility, and try to avoid account-
ability. Where multiple defendants are involved,
the challenges to prosecution multiply as well
and innovative solutions must be employed to
protect victim privacy and achieve justice.

This webinar will identify the issues that com-

monly arise in multiple defendant cases in-
cluding but not limited to the use of technol-
ogy, joinder and severance, immunity, princi-
pals and accessories, and admissibility of
evidence. In addition to identifying these
issues, this webinar will focus on innovative
solutions to overcome them as well as witness
intimidation and common defenses.

Allied justice system professionals including
but not limited to prosecutors, law enforce-
ment officers, community-based service pro-
viders, medical and mental health practitio-
ners, probation and parole officers, judges,
etc. are encouraged to participate.

Click here to register.

Heroes Behind the Badge: Heroes Behind
The Badge recounts the harrowing stories of
law enforcement officers who were caught in
the line of fire and survived, and those who
made the ultimate sacrifice.

MOVIE SCREENING
The Columbus Police Training Academy
1000 North Hague Avenue
March 5™, 2013
10:00am & 7:00pm

Tickets are $20.00 for the 10:00am presen-
tation and $10.00 for 7:00pm presentation.
Following the 10:00am presentation, law
enforcement personnel who have survived
incidents similar to those featured in the film
will be on hand from 1:00pm to 4:00pm to
share their experiences with attendees.

Again, speakers will follow the 10:00am pres-
entation only.

To register for this event, email the address
below to receive your registration form:
E-mail: slgibson@columbuspolice.org

Fax: 614 645 4246, Office: 614 645 4800 ext
1116

The Office on Violence Against Women is
pleased to announce that the following Fiscal
Year 2013 Solicitations are now available:
Education, Training and Enhanced Services to

End Violence Against and Abuse of Women
with Disabilities Program — Application

Deadline: February 26, 2013

Enhanced Training and Services to End

Violence Against and Abuse of Women Later in
Life Program — Application Deadline: February

28,2013

Sexual Assault Services Culturally Specific
Grant Program — Application Deadline: March
7, 2013

Court Training and Improvements Program —
Application Deadline: March 11, 2013

Legal Assistance for Victims Grant Program —
Application deadline: March 19, 2013

Safe Havens: Supervised Visitation and Safe
Exchange Grant Program — Application
deadline: March 20, 2013

Grants to Encourage Arrest Policies and
Enforcement of Protection Orders Program —
Application Deadline: March 25, 2013

Rural Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence,

Dating Violence and Stalking Assistance
Program — Application deadline: March 26,

2013

Grants to Enhance Culturally Specific
Services for Victims of Sexual Assault

Domestic Violence, Dating Violence and
Stalking Program — Application deadline:
March 27, 2013

Please be sure to register on Grants.gov by
the registration deadline. It is strongly
encouraged that applicants begin the
registration process well in advance of the
deadline. For more information on the
process of registering with Grants.gov, please

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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see the Reference Guide at OVW Resource
Guidebook.

A current list of open solicitations can also be
found at: http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/open-
solicitations.htm

Research and Evaluation on Violence
Against Women: Teen Dating Violence,
Sexual Violence, and Intimate Partner
Violence - FY 2013: Overview: With this
solicitation, NIJ seeks applications for
funding of research and evaluation related to
violence against women in the areas of teen
dating violence, sexual violence, and intimate
partner violence. Research proposed may be
focused at the Federal, State, local, tribal,
juvenile justice policy and/or practice level.

Deadlines: Registration and Application
Applicants must register with Grants.gov in
order to submit an application. OJP
encourages applicants to register several
weeks before the application submission
deadline. In addition, OJP urges applicants to
submit applications 72 hours prior to the
application due date. The deadline to apply

for funding under this announcement is 11:59
p.m. eastern time on April 22, 2013.

Contact Information

For technical assistance with submitting an
application, contact the Grants.gov Customer
Support Hotline at 800-518-4726 or 606—
545-5035, or via e-mail to
support@grants.gov.

Note: The Grants.gov Support Hotline hours
of operation are 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, except federal holidays. For assistance
with any other requirements of this
solicitation, e-mail
VAW_Research@ojp.usdoj.gov. Grants.gov
number assigned to this announcement: NIJ-
2013-3445

Limitation on Use of Award Funds for
Employee Compensation; Waiver

With respect to any award of more than
$250,000 made under this solicitation,
recipients may not use federal funds to pay
total cash compensation (salary plus cash
bonuses) to any employee of the award
recipient at a rate that exceeds 110% of the
maximum annual salary payable to a member
of the Federal Government’s Senior

Executive Service (SES) at an agency with
a Certified SES Performance Appraisal
System for that year. The 2012 salary table
for SES employees is available at
www.opm.gov/oca/l12tables/indexSES.asp.
Note: A recipient may compensate an
employee at a greater rate, provided the
amount in excess of this compensation
limitation is paid with non-federal funds.
(Any such additional compensation will
not be considered matching funds where
match requirements apply.)

Click here for the full solicitation.

EVIDENCE R ATING - EFFECTIVE @: OPER ATION PEACEMAKER

Program Goals

Operation Peacekeeper is a community and
problem-oriented policing program that was
implemented in 1997 to address gun violence
among youth gang members in Stockton,
Calif. The program’s goal is to reduce gang
involvement among urban youth aged 10 to
18 and decrease gun-related violence among
gang-involved youths. It is modeled after the
Ceasefire Initiative by the Boston (Mass.)
Police Department, which used detailed
information about gang activity to identify
problem areas and reduce gang-related
violence in the Boston metropolitan area.

Program Activities

To convey a credible, clear message about
the consequences of gang violence to youths
already involved in or at risk of being
involved in gangs, Operation Peacekeeper
relies on Youth Outreach Workers to
communicate to youths that they have better
options for their lives. Youth Outreach
Workers are streetwise young men and
women trained in community organizing,
mentoring, mediation, conflict resolution,
and case management. Working in
neighborhood settings wherever young
people at risk of violence are found—
including schools, parks, street corners, and
apartment complexes—the Youth Outreach

Workers serve as mentors and positive role
models for youth. Their role is to make sure
youths understand the consequences of
violence and that there are positive
alternatives to gang membership.

Program Theory

The program uses a problem-oriented
policing paradigm to address specific
problem areas and offenders. In particular, it
uses the “pulling levers” deterrence strategy,
which tackles a specific problematic criminal
activity by implementing specialized
prevention or intervention techniques. In
Stockton, this strategy focused on the issue of
gun violence among youth gang members.

Evaluation Outcomes

Study 1

Gun Homicide in Stockton

Braga’s (2008) pre/post—comparisons
showed that the average monthly count of
gun homicide incidents decreased by
approximately 35 percent during the time
Operation Peacekeeper was in place (1997
—2002) in Stockton, Calif. In the time
period prior to the intervention, the
monthly average was 2.9 gun homicides;
the monthly average then dropped to 1.9
during the intervention period. After the

Peacekeeper intervention ceased, the
monthly average of gun homicides
increased slightly to 2.1 incidents but
still remained relatively low. According
to the results of the regression analysis,
the Peacekeeper strategy was associated
with a statistically significant decrease in
the monthly number of gun homicides,
controlling for other predictor variables.
The analysis demonstrated that
Operation Peacekeeper was associated
with an overall 42 percent decrease in
the monthly number of gun homicide
incidents in Stockton.

Gun Homicides in 8 Other Cities

The results of the comparison quasi-
experiment showed that none of the
eight California cities experienced a
statistically significant drop in crime
rates during the Peacekeeper
intervention. This outcome suggests that
when compared to gun homicide trends
in other midsize California cities, the
reduction in homicides in Stockton can
be associated with the Peacekeeper
intervention.

Source: CrimeSolution.gov

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ACF Anti-Trafficking Resources
The HHS Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Planning and Evaluation
commissioned an in-depth study of
how HHS programs address the
needs of victims of human traffick-
ing, with a priority focus on domestic
youth. The goal was to gather infor-
mation that would guide HHS in de-
signing and implementing effective
programs and services for trafficking
victims.

The Office of Refugee Resettlement
within ACF published Services
Available to Victims of Human Traf-
ficking: A Resource Guide for Social
Service Providers (PDF,

2.16MB). The 32-page guide was
updated in May 2012. More re-
sources from ORR are available at
www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking.

Resources for Youth Workers: The
National Clearinghouse on Families
& Youth website has dozens of fea-
tures about commercial sexual ex-
ploitation of youth, including inter-
views with Girls Educational and
Mentoring Services founder Rachel
Lloyd and other experts, research
summaries, and advice about work-
ing with police to combat trafficking.

The clearinghouse's "Bought and
Sold" brochure makes a good primer
for professionals who may come into
contact with exploited youth.

Onsite Training on Commercial
Sexual Exploitation: The National
Runaway Safeline offers a low cost,
four-hour workshop on Commercial
Sexual Exploitation of Runaway,
Homeless and At-Risk Youth that is
frequently requested by agencies
working in the child welfare, juvenile

justice and runaway and homeless
youth systems. For more informa-
tion on the Safeline's work around
ending the commercial sexual ex-
ploitation of youth, email Gordon
Vance at
gvance@1800runaway.org or call
(773) 880-9860.

Technical Assistance Expertise
on Domestic Minor Sex Traffick-
ing: The Runaway and Homeless
Youth Training and Technical As-
sistance Center has a five-year his-
tory of providing training and tech-
nical assistance to runaway and
homeless youth programs, law en-
forcement, federal agencies and
other stakeholders around the inter-
section of homelessness and do-
mestic minor sex trafficking. For
more information, contact TC
Cassidy at TC@rhyttac.net.

DRUG TASK FORCE SPOTLIGHT: LORAIN COUNTY DRUG TASK FORCE

The Lorain County Drug Task
Force is a multi-agency narcotics
task force which functions under
the direction and control of the
Sheriff. The drug task force is com-
prised of sworn law enforcement
officers from various County de-
partments including the Lorain
County Sheriff's Department.

The main objectives of the Drug
Task Force is the investigation of
individuals and organizations in-
volved in narcotics trafficking, the
seizure of assets acquired through
narcotics trafficking, and the pro-
motion of coordinated narcotics en-
forcement efforts among various
law enforcement agencies within
the county.

The drug task force, through the
combined efforts of local, state and
federal agencies, will actively pur-
sue those groups or individuals who
manufacture, distribute or sell ille-
gal drugs within Lorain County.
The Lorain County Drug Task
Force functions as an extension of
all law enforcement agencies within
Lorain County.

This group is lead by Chief Deputy
Dennis Cavanaugh.

Lorain County Drug Task Force

OCJS CONTACT
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