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NEWYANNOUNCEMENTS

Congress Clears FY13 Appropriations Bills: On
March 21, the House passed the FY 13 appropriations
bill. Since the Senate passed this bill earlier in the
week the appropriations bill has now cleared
Congress. By passing the FY 13 appropriations bill
Congress averted a potential government shut down
which could have happened at the end of this month.

The bill includes small increases to the Byrne Justice
Assistance Grant (Byrne JAG) program from $352
million to $371 million; the COPS hiring program,
from $166 to $190 million, juvenile justice programs,
from $263 to $280 million, and the Violence Against
Women grants, from $413 million to $417 million.
However, the 5 percent cuts required under
sequestration will eliminate these increases. In
addition, the bill gives the Department of Justice the
ability to re-apportion money within their budget to
mitigate the impact of furloughs which could cut
grant programs by another 5 percent.

Source: NCJA

Senate Judiciary Votes to Expand Gun Purchase
Background Checks: The Senate Judiciary
Committee voted on a party line vote last week to
expand the national background check system for
gun purchases. The bill, S. 374, sponsored by
Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY), would broaden the
National Instant Criminal Background Check System
(NICS) to cover all gun sales, not just those
conducted by federally licensed dealers. Republicans
on the committee expressed skepticism that criminals
who evade the current system would begin to comply
under an expanded approach.

In addition to authorizing a universal background
check system for “all sales and transfers of firearms,”
the Fix Gun Checks Act of 2013 would reauthorize
the NICS Act Record Improvement Program
(NARIP) at $100 million annually. Grant funds
could be used to create electronic systems, including
court disposition and corrections records; assist states
in establishing or enhancing their own capacities to
perform NICS background checks; supply accurate
and timely information concerning final dispositions
of criminal records, identities of those prohibited
from obtaining a firearm, and misdemeanor crimes of
domestic violence; and, establish, enhance, or
maintain a state’s relief from disabilities program.

The bill would amend slightly the Byrne JAG
penalty. It would keep the same structure of a
gradually increasing requirement for states to report
their records, and it would continue to allow the
penalty to be levied at the discretion of the Attorney
General until the point when states are required to

have at least 90 percent of their records

uploaded. Under current law, states were required to
have reported at least 50 percent of their records by
2011 or risk losing up to 3 percent of their Byrne JAG
funding. By this year, states are required to report at
least 70 percent of their records or risk losing up to 4
percent of Byrne JAG. And by 2018, states would be
required to report at least 90 percent of their records or
lose 5 percent of Byrne JAG funding. Schumer’s bill
would re-set the clock for compliance but also
compress the time states are given to comply from
nine years to seven years.

Source: NCJA

Bill to Crack Down on Straw Purchases of Guns
Approved by Senate Committee: Last week, the
Senate Judiciary Committee approved a bill intended
to curb the practice, known as straw purchases, by
making it illegal to purchase a firearm for another
person who is prohibited from obtaining one by
federal or state law. Sponsored by Senators Patrick
Leahy (D-VT) and Susan Collins (R-ME), the Stop
Illegal Trafficking in Firearms Act, or S. 54, would set
federal penalties for knowingly purchasing a firearm
for, on behalf of, or with intent to transfer it to, any
other person who is prohibited from owning a firearm.
Also, it prohibits the sale of a firearm or ammunition
knowing (or having reasonable cause to believe) that
the purchaser is prohibited from possessing, selling, or
transporting the gun and that the purchaser intends to
transfer it to an individual prohibited from possession
of a firearm.

The bill also directs the U.S. Sentencing Commission
to review and amend its guidelines and policy
statements to ensure that persons convicted of offenses
related to straw purchases of firearms are subject to
increased penalties.

Source: NCJA

NIDA Holds Briefing on Substance Abuse
Research and the Military: The National Institute on
Drug Abuse (NIDA) held a congressional staff
briefing today to discuss research conducted by NIDA
and its partners to advance treatment related to
substance abuse and mental health for military
veterans and their families.

Dr. Michael Kilpatrick, deputy director of Military
Health Systems at the Department of Defense began
the briefing by emphasizing the need to focus on the
‘invisible wounds’ of soldiers. Kilpatrick noted that
the very act of going to war causes stress, a fact
complicated by what he called our country’s “tough”
culture which often prevents soldiers from seeking out
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care. He spoke of the need to create integrated
networks that can treat multiple needs, such as
ensuring addiction is not the result of pain control.
Kilpatrick applauded the President’s recent
Executive Order on Improving Access to Mental
Health Services for Veterans, Service Members, and
Military Families, but cautioned that more needs to
be done.

Dr. Wilson Compton, director of NIDA’s Division of
Epidemiology Services and Prevention Research,
highlighted the relationship between stress and
substance abuse, particularly in the military.
Compton said research has shown that symptoms of
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) increase as
the number of deployments increase. He noted the
increase among prescription drug use among military
personnel and recommended an increased emphasis
on efforts to prevent substance use disorders,
accelerate research on health promotion and
prevention, and establish intervention strategies.

Dr. Abigail Gerwitz, associate professor in the
Department of Family Social Science & Institute of
Child Development at the University of Minnesota,
discussed a resilience-promoting program called
ADAPT, After Deployment: Adaptive Parenting
Tools, that seeks to build skills in military families
by providing training in core effective parenting
skills. By focusing on parenting, they are able to
mediate the impact of stress on child adjustment. The
14-week intervention was found to have cascading
positive effects on maternal and child depression and
socioeconomic status. Gerwitz is conducting a five-
year follow-up study of 400 military families.

Lastly, Dr. Kathleen Carroll, professor of Psychiatry
at Yale University School of Medicine, spoke about
recent developments in science-based therapies for
addiction that can be applied to military personnel,
veterans, and their families. She described how
NIDA’s current research addresses three critical
issues: addressing multiple problems effectively;
disseminating the best practices; and, increasing
access to therapies with proven efficacy. She
highlighted the program “CBT 4 CBT”, or Computer
-Based-Training for Cognitive-Behavioral-Therapy.
These web-based modalities have many advantages
because they offer confidential access to a population
hesitant to seek treatment, an ease of access for those
living in rural areas, and a low cost of delivery. Dr.
Carroll also applauded contingency management
models which she said are increasing in popularity
among clinicians.

Source: NCJA
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Free Grant Writing Seminars: OCJS is
hosting free Grant Writing seminars in 2013.
OCIJS’s grant trainings provide an overview
of identifying grant sources, analyzing pro-
gram objectives, creating a budget, seeking
letters of support, and writing proposals.
Federal and state grants available to criminal
justice professionals are discussed. Grant
writing 101 trainings take place on the fol-
lowing dates: April 9, May 7, June 13, July
11, August 8, October 8, November 7 and
December 12.

All trainings are held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
in the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s
Motorcycle Classroom, located at 1970 W.
Broad St., Columbus, on the first floor.

Register here now online only. Click here to
register.

Want to Experience the VirTra 300 LE?
The VirTra 300 LE is the highest standard
for law enforcement decision-making simu-
lation and tactical firearms training. Five
screens and a 300-degree fully immersive
training platform ensure each minute in the
simulator translates into real-world skills.

When: March 26-27 from § a.m. - 5 p.m.

Where: Police Academy, 1000 N. Hague
Ave., Columbus, 43204

Call Scott Holt at 480.968.1488 x 5064 with
questions and to schedule your appointment.

Click: VirTra
Re-entry and Ex-Offenders With Intellec-
tual Disabilities: Featured Speaker, Carol

Blessing, LMSW, IRL School, Employment
and Disability Institute, Cornell University

GRANT FUNDING

Blessing will present an overview of the
Inmate to Citizen Program, a 5-year project
funded by the New York State Developmen-
tal Disabilities Planning Council that incor-
porated a person-centered approach into how
the New York State Department of Correc-
tional Services rehabilitated and prepared
individuals with intellectual disabilities for
community living, learning, and earning
upon release. Also, discussed will be how
person-centered practices can facilitate suc-
cessful reentry of offenders with intellectual
disabilities.

Who should attend? Professionals affiliated
with Reentry Coalitions; staff of the Depart-
ment of Rehabilitation and Correction and
the Adult Parole Authority; County Boards
of Developmental Disabilities, and supervi-
sory and management staff of provider agen-
cies.

This conference is free for attendees and is
funded by the Ohio Developmental Disabili-
ties Council.

When: April 12 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Where: Ohio Department of Transportation
(ODOT) Auditorium, 1980 W. Broad St.,
Columbus.

To Register, go to www.dodd.ohio.gov and:

e Click on the ‘Training” link at the top of
the page - You will then see ‘Access the
Training and Registration System’

e Click on the link below that says ‘Training
and registration System’

e On the next page click on ‘Register for a
Class’

e Click on the training you wish to attend

e Click on ‘register’ and fill out the ‘Class

Registration’ information
NOTE: Disregard “Click here for
materials” — Materials will be
provided on site.

You will receive a confirmation notifica-
tion that you have registered. If you have
problems registering, please contact Mose-
neice Thomas at Mose-
neice.thomas@dodd.ohio.gov

Lunch will not be provided but a cafeteria
is on the premise.

Boys and Men Healing: Boys and Men
Healing documents the impact that sexual
abuse has on individuals and society.
Three men tell their stories of survival,
recovery and reveal how speaking out
helped them reclaim their lives.

Free viewing - 1 CEU - Parking $1.00

Panel discussion following, comprised of
psychologists and survivors at various
stages of healing.

When: Monday, April 22 from 7 p.m. to
9:30 p.m.

Where: Gateway Film Center, 1550 N.
High St., Columbus, Ohio.

To register, please email Hallie Fargnolli
at fargnolli.1 @osu.edu

Hosted by The Ohio State University Col-
lege of Social Work and Malesurvivor.org,
Dare to Dream.

Justice Information Sharing Solutions
Implementation Program FY 2013
Competitive Grant Announcement:

Overview

This FY 2013 grant program seeks to
support implementation of justice
information sharing solutions that
address critical challenges currently
faced by state, local, and tribal criminal
justice agencies. The justice information
sharing solutions implemented under this
solicitation should leverage one or more
of the components of the Global

Standards Package (GSP) and support
criminal justice policies, practices, and
programs that are evidence-based and
data-driven. In addition, available
funding is designed to assist state, local,
and tribal jurisdictions advance
information sharing capabilities by
leveraging existing information systems
and networks, and not build new systems
and networks.

For more information on the GSP, see
www.it.ojp.gov/gsp. For more
information about evidence-based

programs, visit the OJP’s’
CrimeSolutions.gov web site.

Eligibility
Please review grant announcement for
more details.

Deadlines

For Step 1—Concept Paper
Submission: Grants.gov

Applicants must register with
Grants.gov prior to submitting a
concept paper. Concept papers are due

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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by 11:59 p.m. eastern time on April 4,
2013.

For Step 2—Full Application
Submission for Selected Applicants
Only: GMS Applicants must register in
OJP’s Grants Management System prior
to submitting a full application for this
funding opportunity. Select the “Apply
Online” button associated with the
solicitation title. All registrations and
applications are due by 8:00 p.m. eastern
time 45 days from the date applicants
receive e-mail notification to submit full
applications.

Contact Information
e Step 1—Concept Paper: For
technical assistance with submitting
a concept paper, contact the
Grants.gov Customer Support

Hotline at 800-518-4726 or via e-
mail to support@grants.gov.
Note: The Grants.gov Support Hotline
hours of operation are 24 hours a day, 7

days a week, except federal holidays.

e  Step 2—Full Application: For
technical assistance with submitting
a full application (invited applicants
only), contact the Grants
Management System Support
Hotline at 888-549-9901, option 3 or
via e-mail at
GMS.HelpDesk@usdoj.gov.

For assistance with any other
requirement of this solicitation, contact
the BJA Justice Information Center at 1—
877-927-5657, via e-mail at
JIC@telesishg.com, or via live web chat
at www.justiceinformationcenter.us.

The BJA Justice Information Center
hours of operation are 8:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. eastern time, Monday
through Friday, and 8:30 a.m. to 8:00
p-m. eastern time on the solicitation
close date.

Link to official announcement.

EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES TO IMPROVE JUVENILE QUTCOMES & SAVE TAXPAYERS MONEY

States spend an average of $7.1 million a
day keeping youth in residential facilities,
according to estimates from a 2009 Justice
Policy Institute study. These facilities are
often expensive and vary greatly in quality,
rehabilitative methodology and service
provision. In many states, reliance on
residential treatment facilities and other out
of home placements have impacted juvenile
justice agencies ability to support or
enhance other community based
alternatives.

Florida Redirection is an initiative under the
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice
(DJ1J) which seeks to divert offenders from
residential confinement to a select group of
evidence-based community alternatives.
Relying on three evidence-based treatment
modalities, Florida Redirection has not only
helped produce improved youth outcomes,
but over the last six years saved Florida
taxpayers more than $124 million dollars.

Florida Redirection

Throughout the 1990s and early 2000 the
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice
(D1)), like its counterparts in many other
states, relied heavily on out of home
placements for committed youth. These out-
of -home placements were not only
expensive, but did little to impact the
youth’s ability to change or modify the
delinquent behaviors that caused them to

become system involved. A 2001 Florida
Office of Program Policy and
Governmental Accountability (OPPAGA)
report found that of the agencies 9,494 new
commitments in 2000, 41 percent were for
non-law violations of probation or
misdemeanors. During that same year, the
agency set a new high-water mark, with
9,033 youth committed to residential
facilities. At a cost of more than $35,000
dollars per youth, it became apparent to
many that business as usual was becoming
unsustainable.

In an effort to address some of the findings
from the OPPAGA report, the state
legislature in 2004 allocated funding to
support a pilot diversion program. This
initiative which would become known as
Redirection, focused on working with
judges and the DJJ to divert youth from out-
of-home placement and into in-home
therapeutic alternatives. Contracting with
Evidence Based Associates (EBA), two
evidence-based treatment modalities were
chosen. Relying on subject matter experts,
who focus on carrying out models with
fidelity, EBA and DJJ were able to
implement Redirection that same year.
During the initiative’s first full year (FY05-
06) they were able to redirect 305 youth
from out-of-home placement and into
Multisystemic Therapy (MST) and
Functional Family Therapy (FFT). With the

average cost of Redirection falling
between $7,000-10,000 and the average
out-of- home placement costing $35,000-
40,000 (per youth) the initiative saved
more than $8 million dollars in its first
year.

Due in large part to its cost savings and
promising early evaluation results,
Florida Redirection underwent a rapid
expansion in FY07-08. At present, the
Redirection initiative has been expanded
six times and is available in 18 of the
states 20 judicial circuits. In addition to
MST and FFT, the 2008 expansion also
made available Brief Strategic Family
Therapy for youth involved in
Redirection. This modality was added to
the Redirection project because of its
success in engaging the Latino and
African-American families of system
involved youth. During FY'11-12, the
initiative was supported with DJJ funds
and a $9 million appropriation from the
state legislature. Now that the initiative
has gone statewide, Redirection’s 21
service provider teams and 60 licensed
therapists serve more than 1,000 at-risk
youth each year. If not for Redirection,
many, if not all of these youth, would
have ended up in out-of-home placements
or secure confinement.

Continue reading...
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Study Looks at Mental Illness in Incarcer-
ated Women

In Fall 2012, the BJA-supported report
“Women’s Pathways to Jail: The Roles and
Intersections of Serious Mental Illness and
Trauma” was released. This multi-site study
assessed the prevalence of serious mental ill-
ness, posttraumatic stress disorder, and sub-
stance use disorders in women in jail and path-
ways to jail for women with and without serious
mental illness. Click here to access the report.

Screening and Assessment in Jail Reentry
Brief Released

The National Institute of Corrections partnered
with the Urban Institute in 2007 to launch the
Transition from Jail to Community (TJC) initia-
tive with the goal of improving public safety
and reintegration outcomes. Researchers in-
volved in the TJC initiative recently released a
practice brief titled “The Role of Screening and
Assessment in Jail Reentry”, which presents the
two-stage screening and assessment process to

determine risk and need levels that is a core
element of the TJC model. The brief dis-
cusses the role of screening and assessment,
how to select and implement screening for
risk of reoffending and assessment of crimi-
nogenic risk and need factors, and how to
integrate risk and need information into com-
prehensive jail intervention strategies. Click
here to view the brief.

TASK FORCE SPOTLIGHT: LAWRENCE DRUG AND MAJOR CRIMES TASK FORCE

The Lawrence Drug and Major Crimes Task
Force (LDTF) was formed in 1998 due to a need
for increased drug enforcement for Lawrence
County communities. Lawrence County is the
most southern county in Ohio. Our county popula-
tion is 62,450. The county seat, Ironton, has a
population of 11,129. The implementing agency
for the LDTF is the Lawrence County Prosecuting
Attorney. The task force was created under the
direction of Tim Sexton, the current Director who
has also served two terms as the Sheriff in Law-
rence County.

The LDTF maintains a unique relationship housed
within the Prosecutor’s Office. The relationship
promotes a strong line of communication between
LDTF staff and the prosecutors that conduct our
criminal prosecutions. We believe this relation-
ship has been a significant strength to the success
achieved in task force prosecution efforts.

The mission of the LDTF is to expend funds in an
efficient and effective manner, while conducting
professional criminal investigations. Agency staff’
will identify, arrest, and successfully prosecute
mid to upper level drug traffickers. Proceeds
derived from illegal activity will be seized and
forfeiture of proceeds will be pursued. An out-
come of our drug enforcement efforts will be safer
communities with an improved quality of life for
all citizens of Lawrence County.

The staff of LDTF represent personnel from the
Prosecutor (3), Sheriff (2) and Ironton City Police
(1). Four of our six staff possess secondary de-
grees. One full-time officer is assigned as a phar-
maceutical investigator. A staff employee is certi-
fied in methamphetamine lab neutralization and
cleanup having been certified in 2012 at the FBI
National Academy. The officer is the only such
certified officer within our county.

In addition to the aforementioned agencies sup-
port, letters are received from five village police
agencies, the Ohio State Patrol Post #44, The FBI
Office at Portsmouth, and our County Department
of Child Services.

The task force targets mid to upper level drug

traffickers (defined as those indicted for felony
level I, 11, or III crimes). In 2010, there were 84
felony cases with 35% charged as mid to upper
level traffickers. During 2011, there were 71 task
force-related felony indictments with 33% felony
I, IT or III. Most recently, in 2012, LDTF investi-
gations led to 70 felony indictments with 46% of
the cases a felony level I, II or III.

The drug of choice among those addicted in our
county has varied over periods of time. For in-
stance, from 2000 — 2004, we experienced a sig-
nificant problem with crack cocaine arriving from
Detroit and Columbus. In the early 2000s, Law-
rence County and our Tri-State region began to
experience a pain pill epidemic. Law enforcement
action, public outcry and legislative efforts helped
in the closure of many pill mills, however the
battle continues evidenced by a March 12 search
warrant executed by our task force, with state and
federal agencies, at an Ironton medical office
suspected of illegal and unethical practices.

In the last three years, new abuse problems requir-
ing significant attention surfaced. In 2012, our
jurisdiction experienced a drastic increase in meth
-related arrests. Twenty-one people were arrested
and indicted for manufacturing and/or possessing
methamphetamine. The most prevalent form of
methamphetamine labs were the “one pot or shake
-n-bake” methods. In comparison, during 2011
there was only one methamphetamine lab. Addi-
tional challenges are the increase in heroin and the
presence of synthetic drugs.

Lawrence County borders Kentucky and West
Virginia. Three bridges in a ten mile span connect
Lawrence County to Huntington, West Virginia,
population 50,000. Huntington is a distribution
location for drugs including marijuana, heroin,
prescription pills and crack cocaine. It is common
to coordinate investigations that cross into other
state jurisdictions. We have coordinated major
case investigations with other law enforcement
agencies in Kentucky.

In addition to drug enforcement, the task force

provide drug prevention and awareness. On Au-
gust 28, we held a first annual “Public Drug
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Awareness Forum” at Ohio University South-
ern Campus (OUSC) in Ironton. The public
heard Ed Hughes of the Counseling Center
speak about addiction. Also, Dr. Terry Johnson,
89™ District/Ohio House of Representatives,
spoke of legislative efforts being undertaken to
help combat the drug problem. Our task force
continuously provide outreach efforts that in-
clude: a twenty-four hour drug tip hot line that
allows the public to provide anonymous drug
tips, participation and sponsorship of “Drug
Take Back Days” and education and awareness
presentations. The two most recent presenta-
tions involved 70 public school educators and
50 medical staff of Kings Daughters Medical
Center.

An important outcome of our “Drug Forum”
was the development of an awareness DVD
regarding the prescription drug epidemic. The
DVD, made in conjunction with OUSC Media,
airs on the OUSC public access channel daily
which reach several thousand cable subscribers.
The DVD can also be viewed on the Ohio Drug
Task Force Commanders Association web site

at http://otfca.net/.

Law enforcement agencies in Lawrence
County, like many, have minimal training
budgets, therefore the LDTF has taken a lead
role in providing cost-free professional training
to area law enforcement. Last year training was
provided to 125 police personnel. Training
topics were legal updates, search and seizure
procedures, social networking for law enforce-
ment, methamphetamine awareness and drug
interdiction.

Through cost effective professional drug en-
forcement and awareness education, the Law-
rence Drug and Major Crimes Task Force will
continue and enhance efforts to create safe
communities, assist schools to become drug-
free and empower all of our citizens to help
create a better Lawrence County.

OLIVER CORBIN, EDITOR, CRIMINAL JUSTICE WEEKLY: ODCORBIN@DPS.STATE.OH.US; 614/728.8732
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