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Although both parties tried to advance 
legislation earlier in the week to avert the 
sequester, none won bipartisan approval, 
nor were they expected to. The cut to non-
defense discretionary programs, including 
the state and local justice assistance grant 
programs will be 5.0 percent (and 5.1 
percent for the Victims of Crime Act 
funds), according to OMB which released 
a detailed report on Friday. However, the 
actual cut to the DOJ grant programs could 
be considerably greater if the Department 
exercises its discretion to reprogram 
funding within its accounts to offset 
reductions in the budgets of the FBI, ATF 
and the other federal law enforcement and 
investigative agencies. 
 
Although the language in the Budget 
Control Act requires an equal cut in 
funding to every “program, project or 
activity,” the Administration plans to 
exercise some flexibility in implementing 
sequestration (at DOJ and across all 
agencies), and congressional leaders 
appear willing to let them do so to ensure 
as little disruption to the economy and 
critical programming as possible. In a 
letter responding to a request for 
information from the Hill about the impact 
of sequestration, Attorney General Holder 
said the Department plans to use its 
reprogramming authority to "donate" 
money from the grant programs and other 
“flexible” programs to the agency's 
operational functions if necessary. 
Likewise, senior congressional staff 
indicated they may be forced to use 
funding in the grant accounts to shore up 
the Department’s operational agencies if 
the cuts required by sequestration are too 
severe. 
 
Continue reading... 
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NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Senate Bill 160 Update: Senate Bill 160, 
known as “Roberta’s Law”, will become 
effective on March 22, 2013.  Roberta’s 
Law expands victim notification rights 
enumerated in Ohio Revised Code section 
2930.16 as they relate to certain inmate 
release or transfer proceedings.  If the 
inmate is convicted of Aggravated Murder, 
Murder, a first, second or third degree 
offense of violence or is serving a life 
sentence, the victim will be automatically 
notified of specified events, regardless of 
whether the victim has requested 
notification.  
 
Click here for the entire bill. 
 
VAWA Bill Passes Both Chambers, 
Advances to the President for Signature:  
Yesterday afternoon the House passed the 
Senate version of the Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA) reauthorization bill. 
It now goes to the President for signature. 
In doing so, the House leadership 
abandoned their attempt to move their own 
version of the bill. Instead, after voting to 
reject an alternative similar to the one 
advanced by House Republicans last 
Congress, the full House approved the 
Senate-passed bill by the overwhelming 
margin of 286-138. Update: President 
Obama signed the VAWA bill Thursday 
March 7. 
 
Continue reading... 
 
Scores of Gun Violence Prevention Bills 
Introduced in House and Senate: In the 
weeks since the new Congress has 
convened, a number of gun violence 
prevention bills have been introduced in 
both chambers. Many of these are intended 
to advance aspects of President Obama’s 
gun violence prevention initiatives. 
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) has 
introduced S. 150, which would reinstate 
and strengthen the expired federal ban on 
semi-automatic assault weapons. The bill 
would impose restrictions on 157 specific 
kinds of semi-automatic weapons, as well 
as ammunition magazines containing more 
than 10 rounds. Rifles, handguns and 
shotguns that can accept detachable 
magazines and have certain physical 
characteristics also would be banned. 
Additionally the bill would require 
background checks on the sale and transfer 
of existing semi-automatic guns and would 
authorize a voluntary gun buyback program. 
Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) is the 
sponsor of a companion bill, H.R. 437, in 
the House. 
 
Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) has introduced 
a gun buyback bill, H.R. 226, which would 
offer a $2,000 tax credit for those who 
voluntarily turn in legally owned assault 
weapons. 
 
Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) has 
introduced two bills. The first, S. 33, would 
ban the future manufacture and sale of 
magazines with a capacity of more than 10 
rounds, or those that can be converted to 
accept more than 10 rounds. The second, S. 
35, would outlaw the online and mail-order 
sale of ammunition. Rep. McCarthy has 
introduced the companions to both bills, 
H.R. 138 and H.R. 142, respectively. 
 
Continue reading... 
  
As the Sequester Goes into Effect, 
Congress Plans to Extend Continuing 
Resolution: Sequestration was triggered 
late Friday when the President signed an 
executive order implementing the automatic 
across the board spending cuts as required 
by the Budget Control Act of 2011. 
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The Office on Violence Against Women 
is pleased to announce that the following 
Fiscal Year 2013 Solicitations are now 
available: 
Court Training and Improvements Program 
– Application Deadline: March 11, 2013 
 
Legal Assistance for Victims Grant 
Program – Application deadline: March 
19, 2013 
 
Safe Havens: Supervised Visitation and 
Safe Exchange Grant Program – 
Application deadline: March 20, 2013 
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GRANT FUNDING  
Please be sure to register on Grants.gov 
by the registration deadline.  It is 
strongly encouraged that applicants 
begin the registration process well in 
advance of the deadline.  For more 
information on the process of registering 
with Grants.gov, please see the 
Reference Guide at OVW Resource 
Guidebook. 
 
Grants to Reduce Sexual Assault, 
Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, 
and Stalking on Campus Program – 
Application Deadline: March 28, 2013 

Grants to Encourage Arrest Policies and 
Enforcement of Protection Orders Program 
– Application Deadline: March 25, 2013 
 
Rural Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, 
Dating Violence and Stalking Assistance 
Program – Application deadline: March 
26, 2013 
 
Grants to Enhance Culturally Specific 
Services for Victims of Sexual Assault, 
Domestic Violence, Dating Violence and 
Stalking Program – Application deadline: 
March 27, 2013 

Free Grant Writing Seminars: OCJS is 
hosting free Grant Writing seminars in 
2013. OCJS’s grant trainings provide an 
overview of identifying grant sources, ana-
lyzing program objectives, creating a 
budget, seeking letters of support, and writ-
ing proposals. Federal and state grants 
available to criminal justice professionals 
are discussed. Grant writing 101 trainings 
take place on the following dates: April 9, 
May 7, June 13, July 11, August 8, Octo-
ber 8, November 7 and December 12.  
 
All trainings are held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
in the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s 
Motorcycle Classroom, located at 1970 W. 
Broad St., Columbus, on the first floor.  
 
Register here now online only. Click here to 
register.  
 
Finding Words Ohio -  Interviewing and 
Preparing Children for Court: A dynamic 
training opportunity designed to enhance 
the participant’s ability to speak to and for 
abused children.  The Ohio Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office in collaboration with the Na-
tional Child Protection Training Center, 
present this 5-day course for investigative 
teams of law enforcement officers, social 
workers, prosecutors, child protection attor-
neys and forensic interviewers.  Students 
have a chance to learn the necessary skills 
to conduct a competent, investigative inter-
view of a child abuse victim using the Cor-
nerHouse forensic interview process enti-
tled RATAC®.   
 
RATAC® has been specifically recognized 
and approved by a number of appellate 
courts.  This training includes lecture and 
discussion, review of videotaped interviews, 

skill-building exercises and an interview 
practicum.  There are nightly homework 
assignments and a written exam.  The 
course is limited to 30 students, so apply 
early to increase your chance of enroll-
ment.  Finding Words Ohio is a ChildFirst 
State. 
 
2013 Training Dates 
April 22 – 26 (Columbus, OH) 
October 21 – 25 (Columbus, OH) 
 
Cost 
$100 registration fee; participants are re-
sponsible for their own meals and lodging 
 
For complete registration details, please 
visit the Finding Words Ohio training web-
page.   
http://ohioattorneygeneral.gov/
FindingWords 
 
Race to Eliminate Sexual Violence: Join 
us in the Race to Eliminate Sexual Violence. 
By participating in this 5K Run/Walk you 
will be STANDING UP to eliminate sexual 
violence, helping agencies in Central Ohio 
bring advocacy to survivors of sexual vio-
lence, and awareness and prevention efforts 
to the community.  
 
Date:  April 13 
Time:  9:00 a.m.  Registration and packet 
pickup begin at 8:00 a.m. 
Cost:  Pre-registered $35 / Race week and 
race day is $45 
 
Race location: Scioto Audobon Metro 
Park.    
 
Registration: Click here. 

Sixth Annual Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month Conference:  Presented by 
the Central Ohio Sexual Assault Task 
Force (COSATF)  
 
Wednesday, April 17, 2013 9:00 am-4:00 
pm (Registration 8:30-9:00)  
Ohio Fire Academy: 8895 E Main St, 
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068  
 
Deadline for registration is April 10, 
2013.   CEU's and CLE's have been 
applied for.  Pre-registration is required 
to receive a CEU, CLE or certificate of 
attendance.  Lunch will be on your own. 
 
Space is limited; therefore we encourage 
you to sign up as soon as possible for this 
free training.  
Continuing legal education credits as well 
as continuing education for social work-
ers and counselors have been applied for. 
Confirmation email will be sent out in 
April to notify you that your seat is re-
served.  
 
This conference is open to Advocates, 
Law Enforcement, Prosecutors, law-
yers,  SANE’s and other service providers 
working with victims of interpersonal 
violence in Ohio.  The purpose of this 
conference is to raise awareness around 
the issues Immigrant and Refugee survi-
vors are currently facing regarding sexual 
and domestic violence.  The goal is to 
increase the competence of healthcare 
professionals and service providers work-
ing with Immigrant and Refugee survi-
vors who encounter these issues.  
 
Click here to register. 
 

TRAINING/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CON’T. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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Program Goals 
Prolonged Exposure (PE) Therapy is a 
cognitive–behavioral treatment program to 
reduce the symptoms of posttraumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD), depression, anger, 
guilt, and general anxiety. PE Therapy 
reduces PTSD symptoms such as intrusive 
thoughts, intense emotional distress, 
nightmares and flashbacks, avoidance, 
emotional numbing and loss of interest, 
sleep disturbance, concentration 
impairment, irritability and anger, 
hypervigilance, and excessive startle 
response. 
 
Target Population 
PE Therapy is targeted at individuals 
suffering from PTSD or sub-diagnosis of 
PTSD, such as victims of crime or traffic 
accidents, adults exposed to violence as 
children, and veterans. 
 
Program Components 
The program consists of a course of 
individual therapy designed to help clients 
process traumatic events and thus reduce 
trauma-induced psychological 
disturbances. PE Therapy has four 
components:  

PAGE 3 

EVIDENCE RATING - EFFECTIVE     :  PROLONGED EXPOSURE THERAPY 
situations for in-vivo exposure, and 
initiation of in-vivo homework. 
Clients are taught to reduce anxiety 
by slow, paced breathing. 

 Sessions 3 to 8 (or 11) include 
homework review, imaginal 
exposure (i.e., 30 to 45 minutes of 
repeated recounting of traumatic 
memories), processing of imaginal 
exposure experience, reviewing in-
vivo exposure, and homework 
assignments. 

 The final session consists of 
imaginal exposure, review of 
progress and skills learned, and 
discussion of the client’s plans for 
maintaining gains.  

 The treatment course can be 
shortened or lengthened depending 
on the client’s needs and the rate of 
progress. 

 
Key Personnel 
Treatment is conducted by therapists 
trained to use the PE Manual, which 
specifies the agenda and treatment 
procedures for each session.  
 

Continue reading... 

 Imaginal exposure—repeated 
recounting of the traumatic memory 
(revisiting of the traumatic 
memories) 

 In-vivo exposure—gradually 
approaching trauma reminders (e.g., 
situations, objects) that, despite 
posing no harm, cause distress and 
are avoided 

 Psychoeducation about common 
reactions to trauma and the cause of 
chronic posttrauma difficulties 

 Breathing retraining for the 
management of anxiety 

It can be used in a variety of clinical 
settings, including community mental 
health outpatient clinics, veterans’ centers, 
military clinics, rape counseling centers, 
private practice offices, and inpatient units. 
Treatment is individual. Standard treatment 
consists of 8 to 15 once- or twice-weekly 
sessions, each lasting 70 to 90 minutes: 

 
 Sessions 1 and 2 are aimed at 

psychoeducation and information 
gathering, presentation of the 
treatment rationale, discussion of 
common reaction to trauma, 
construction of a list of avoided 

Transitional Housing Assistance Grants for 
Victims of Sexual Assault, Domestic 
Violence, Dating Violence, and Stalking 
Program – Application Deadline: April 4, 
2013 
 
A current list of open solicitations can also 
be found at: http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/
open-solicitations.htm  
 
FY 2013 Enhanced Collaborative Model 
to Combat Human Trafficking (Click 
for info) 
 
Application Deadline: 03/14/2013  
 
This FY 2013 program will fund Enhanced 
Collaborative Model Task Force sites that 
take a comprehensive approach to 
combating all forms of trafficking-sex 
trafficking and labor trafficking of foreign 
nationals and U.S. citizens (male and 
female, adults and minors). Cooperative 
agreements of up to $500,000 are expected 
to be awarded. At each selected site, two 
awards will be made. Awards will be made 

by BJA to support law enforcement 
agencies to coordinate the goals, 
objectives, and activities of the entire task 
force in close collaboration with the local 
U.S. Attorney's Office (USAO) and victim 
service provider partner. Awards will be 
made by OVC to support a victim service 
organization to coordinate the provision of 
a comprehensive array of culturally and 
linguistically appropriate services to all 
trafficking victims identified within the 
geographic area impacted by the task force. 
 
FY 2013 2014 National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week Resource Guide (Click for 
info)  
 
Application Deadline: 03/13/2013  
 
This competitive program will award one 
cooperative agreement of $350,000 to a 
nonprofit organization, faith- or 
community-based organization, or public 
agency to produce a comprehensive kit that 
will serve as a resource for the victims' 
field to support efforts to heighten the 

public's awareness of crime victim issues 
during National Crime Victims' Rights 
Week (NCVRW) in April 2014 and 
throughout the year. Those applying are 
urged to begin the application process 
well in advance of the March 13, 2013 
deadline. 
 
 
 
 
 

GRANT FUNDING  

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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TASK FORCE SPOTLIGHT: CENTRAL OHIO DRUG ENFORCEMENT TASK FORCE   

O C J S  C O N T A C T  
 

OLIVER CORBIN, EDITOR, CRIMINAL JUSTICE WEEKLY: ODCORBIN@DPS.STATE.OH.US; 614/728.8732 

Integrity of Rape Kits for Ohio Survi-
vors: Recently, the Ohio Department of 
Health issued an alert to all Ohio hospi-
tals regarding the use of sexual assault 
evidence collection kits assembled by a 
specific company prior to 2012. Con-
tamination of some kits by their assem-
blers was discovered during DNA proc-
essing. 
  
The Ohio Department of Health and the 
Ohio Attorney General’s Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation remain dedicated 
to ensuring the integrity of evidence col-
lection and processing in ALL sexual 
assault cases in Ohio - past, present and 
future. If you are a survivor of sexual 

assault and have questions or concerns 
about the status or integrity of evidence 
collected in your case, please contact 
your local prosecuting attorney.  
 
Ohio Department of Health Alert:  
Pursuant to recommendations from the 
Ohio Attorney General's Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation Criminal Labora-
tory, hospitals should immediately stop 
using the Pickaway/Brooks-Yates Sexual 
Assault Evidence Collection kits. Provid-
ers should only be using the Sirchie or 
other approved (University of Cincin-
nati) kits. If your facility has not yet or-
dered a Sirchie kit, and only has 
Pickaway kits on hand for evidence col-

UPDATE: ALERT FOR RAPE KITS IN OHIO 

The Central Ohio Drug Enforcement Task 
Force (C.O.D.E. TF), was established in 
1991 and sponsored by the Licking County 
Sheriff's office. The founding members 
consisted of agencies from Licking, 
Coshocton, Fairfield and Muskingum 
counties. The task force has operated con-
tinuously for the past 22 years and is under 
the command of Lt. Paul Cortright. The 
active participation has evolved and 
changed over the years but the mission has 
remained the same: To provide profes-
sional investigative and technical re-
sources, with an emphasis on narcotics, 
vice and organized crime investigations to 
the Enforcement Agencies and citizens 
throughout our region.  
 
C.O.D.E. TF consist of the following agen-
cies covering a five county region east of  
Columbus:  Licking County Sheriff's Of-
fice, Licking County Prosecutor's Office, 
Newark Police Department, Pataskala Po-
lice Department, Heath Police Department, 
Granville Police Department, Johnstown 
Police Department, Muskingum Sheriff's 
Office, Coshocton County Sheriff's Office, 
Coshocton County Prosecutor's Office, 
Perry County Sheriff's Office, New Lex-
ington Police Department, Knox County 
Sheriff's Office and Knox County Prosecu-
tor's Office. 
  
C.O.D.E. TF has also evolved to include 
several specialty assignments such as a full

The case load and arrest statistics for 
C.O.D.E. TF continues to increase. In 
2012, C.O.D.E. TF opened 748 cases, up 
from 558 the previous year. The arrest 
count was 372 in 2012, with 659 felony 
counts and 170 misdemeanors. Of those 
arrests, 100 were felonies of the first or 
second degree. Our task force has the 
same problem areas as many other re-
gions in the state including the growing 
abuse of heroin and prescription drugs. 
In 2012, we had 90 heroin seizures and 
138 seizures of prescription drugs. 
C.O.D.E. TF responded to 27 meth labs 
in 2012 and 6 in the first two months of 
2013.  
 
It is the hope of the Central Ohio Drug 
Enforcement Task Force to continue to 
provide a needed service to the law en-
forcement agencies and citizens of our 
community with experience, equipment, 
training and manpower along with new 
and innovative responses to narcotics 
enforcement to help improve the quality 
of life for our residents.   
 
          
 
 

-time diversion/prescription drug  investi-
gator to focus on the increasing problem of 
prescription drug abuse and to be a liaison 
between doctors, medical workers and the 
task force. We also have two uniformed 
detectives assigned to criminal interdiction. 
These deputies work with the uniform pa-
trol throughout our region to answer 
neighborhood complaints, focus on high 
drug traffic areas, conduct community drug 
awareness and highway interdiction. Our 
task force has two drug detection canines, 
one assigned to investigation and the other 
assigned to interdiction.  
 
C.O.D.E. TF also have agents trained for 
methamphetamine lab cleanup/
neutralization and DEA container certifica-
tion equipped and able to respond as 
needed. C.O.D.E. TF  has a full-time agent 
assigned to the DEA tactical diversion unit  
working out of Columbus. The task force 
participates in drug drop-off programs in 
our counties and provides and maintains an 
incinerator to dispose of collected or con-
fiscated drugs.   
 
One of our goals is to provide technical 
support to the law enforcement agencies of 
our region. This includes providing up-to-
date equipment and trained agents for cell 
phone forensic, IP and other technical sur-
veillance, GPS tracking, PEN-Link data 
entry and Drug Trak intelligence software.  
 

lection, or another Sirchie kit cannot 
be obtained from another hospital, that 
kit can be used, but the Ohio Depart-
ment of Health should be notified im-
mediately at 614-644-8562.  
 
You can contact Sirchie and order kits 
at 1-800-356-7311. Remaining 
Pickaway kits should be held securely 
and inventoried. ODH will provide 
further instructions on how to report 
this inventory information. 
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