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OCJS now available on Twitter and Facebook

S

VAWA Turns 18: September 13 marked
the 18th anniversary of the Violence
Against Women Act (VAWA). Over the
past 18 years, VAWA has transformed and
improved our nation's response to domestic
violence, sexual assault, dating violence
and stalking.

OJP to Announce FY12 Grants on OJP
Website: The Office of Justice Programs
(OJP) will begin posting regular updates on
grants awarded for Fiscal Year 2012 on the
OJP website at http://www.ojp.gov/. Each
Monday, the OJP Office of
Communications will post a weekly report
of grants awarded, including the grantee’s
name, city, state, award amount, and
program office. The goal is to provide
grantees, stakeholders, and the general
public current information on the grants
OJP has awarded; to highlight the work of
OJP program offices and the impact on
communities; and to improve transparency
on OJP’s grant award process.

OJP is on Twitter and Facebook: The
Office of Justice Programs (OJP) is now on
Twitter and Facebook. The public is
invited to follow OJP on Twitter and like
them on Facebook. Sign up from OJP's
home page at http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/.
OJP staff will post information about new
resources and initiatives, upcoming events,
funding opportunities, and grant awards.

Law Enforcement Fatalities Hit 52-Year
Low: In the first half of 2012, law
enforcement fatalities dropped significantly
reaching a 52-year low. During this six
month period 53 officers were killed in the
line of duty, a 44 percent decrease from the
94 officers that were killed during the same
time period in 2011, according to the 2012
Preliminary Law Enforcement Fatalities
Mid-year report, conducted by the National
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund.
According to the report, traffic fatalities
were the leading cause of officer fatalities,
as they have been for many years. Although
21 officers were killed by traffic-related
incidents in the first six months of this year,
this is a 36 percent decrease from the 33
officers that were killed by traffic related
incidents in the first six months of 2011.

The second leading cause of officer fatalities
during this six month period were firearm-
related fatalities. This statistic is also at a 52
-year low however with 19 officers killed by
firearm-related incidents, a 53 percent
decrease from the first six months of 2011.
Eight officer fatalities during the first half of
2012 were caused by physical-related job
illnesses and injuries such as heart attacks.
Three officer fatalities were caused by falls,
and the remaining three fatalities were
caused by stabbings.

Florida, Georgia, Oklahoma, and Texas
have experienced the highest number of
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fatalities, each losing three law
enforcement officers so far this year. They
are followed by Alabama, Arizona,
Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, New York,
North Carolina and Utah, each losing two
officers this year. Forty-five of the 53 lost
law enforcement officers were men and
eight were women. Their average age was
43 years old, and 12 years was their
average length of service. Nineteen served
as municipal officers, 19 as county officers,
10 as state officers, three as territorial
officers, and two as federal officers.

Although the loss of an officer in the line
of duty is an undoubtedly tragic event, the
law enforcement community is encouraged
by the decreasing trends in officer fatalities
this year after facing a two year spike in
officer deaths. In the 2012 Preliminary
Law Enforcement Fatalities Mid-year news
release Memorial Fund Chairman & CEO
Craig Floyd stated, “After two years of
rising numbers of peace officer fatalities,
the law enforcement community has joined
together to make officer safety the utmost
priority. It is good to see those efforts
paying off and the number of peace officer
fatalities decreasing thus far in 2012.”

Click here for the full report.

Free Grant Writing Seminars: OCJS is
hosting free Grant Writing seminars in 2012.
OCIJS’s grant trainings provide an overview
of identifying grant sources, analyzing pro-
gram objectives, creating a budget, seeking
letters of support, and writing proposals. Fed-
eral and state grants available to criminal
justice professionals are discussed. Attendees

also receive the OCJS publication, Grant Writ-
ing: Identifying and Applying for Funding in a
Competitive Market. Grant writing 101 train-
ings take place on the following dates:
November 8.

All trainings are held from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
in the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s

Motorcycle Classroom, located at 1970 W.
Broad St., Columbus, on the first floor. To
download and print a training registration
form, visit: http://publicsafety.ohio.gov/links/

ocjs_TrainingForm.pdf

Register here: is http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/OCJSregister

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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22nd Annual National Multidisciplinary
Conference on Domestic Violence - Creating a
Future without Violence on Our Terms:
October 29-November 2, 2012, Miami, Florida
Hyatt Regency Miami - 400 SE Second Avenue

After 21 successful years of spreading awareness and
cutting edge education on the issues that touch our
communities, children and families most, we are once
again ready for a week of training, brainstorming,
excitement, and inspirational speakers.

Eligibility: This multidisciplinary conference wel-
comes prosecutors, judges, law enforcement, victim
advocates, therapists, probation and parole officers,
members of the faith community, educators, school
administrators, medical and mental health care profes-
sionals, court administrators, paralegals, survivors,
grant administrators, physicians, nurses, shelter work-
ers, social workers, dispatch operators, legislators,
policy makers, men involved in the movement, child
and adult protective services personnel and other
professionals who work on behalf of survivors of
domestic violence and their families.

Some topics for this year’s conference include:

* Prosecuting Cases with Absent or Recanting Vic-
tims

* Cultural Competency

* Ethics and Professional Responsibility

» Compliance with Title VI Language Accessibility

* 21* Century Sources of Evidence — getting it. ..
admitting it in trial

» Immigration Issues

* Prosecuting, Policing and Accountability in Rural
Areas

* Promoting Victim and Public Safety

* Vicarious Trauma

* Judicial Advocacy

« Stalking and Cyber Stalking Cases

» Witness Intimidation

» Trafficking and its Intersection with Domestic Vio-
lence

« Forfeiture by Wrongdoing Conducting the Hearing

* The Visual Trial

¢ Electronic Research

« Interstate Enforcement of Protective Orders

» Medical Evidence and Use of Experts

Conference Tuition: The conference fee is $595. The
first attendee from an office pays full tuition. Each
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additional attendee from the same office is eligible to
receive a standard discount of $50.

Financial Assistance: A limited amount of financial
assistance may be available upon release of funding
from the Office on Violence Against Women, for
those attendees expressing significant financial need.
Assistance will cover: Tuition Waiver, five nights
lodging and a $300 travel stipend.

For more information, click here or email amanda-

via@ndaa.org

Protecting Main Street - An Investor and Con-
sumer Fraud Summit: The U.S. Attorney’s Office,
Federal Trade Commission, Ohio Attorney General’s
Office, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Citizens
Legal Academy and several other community and law
enforcement partners will be hosting a half-day sum-
mit on investor and consumer fraud, with a particular
focus on scams that target senior citizens and the
elderly.

This is one of five regional summits that will be held
across the country.

Law enforcement leaders and consumer protection
experts will offer advice, discuss fraud trends and
detail best practices in protecting your savings. The
goal is to provide the public with helpful tips on how
to avoid becoming a victim and falling prey to these
scams.

When: October 11 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Where: Montefiore, 1 David Myers Parkway (off
Cedar Road), Beachwood, Ohio 44122

Webcast and Slides Available From Veterans
Reentry Webinar : Missed NCJA's recent webinar in
Veteran Specific Reenty Programs? The webcast and
slideshow are available on the NCJA website.
Veterans Specific Reentry looked at both state and
local efforts to help veterans re-enter society, prevent
recidivism, address risk factors and connect to bene-
fits earned through service. This webinar focused on
efforts taking place within the Indiana Department of
Correction’s Veterans Education and Transition Pro-
gram and county level efforts taking place in Wash-
ington State. The presenters for this webinar were
Sarah Neidlinger, veteran’s specialist for U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, Alexis Dean, reentry spe-

cialist with the Indiana Department of Corrections
and David Green, project manager with the Wash-
ington State Department of Veterans Affairs.

Locally Implementing National Knowledge
(LINK) Travel Assistance Program: The LINK
Travel Assistance Program connects STOP For-
mula Grant administrators and sub-grantees to
national knowledge from their field in order to
share and implement it locally.

LINK participants will have formal and informal
opportunities for peer-to-peer networking and
information sharing through participation in a pre-
conference orientation call, post-conference webi-
nar, and a networking dinner on-site with fellow
participants. Finally, participants will develop an
action plan for locally implementing the knowl-
edge gained at the conference.

The LINK Travel Assistance Program eliminates
cost barriers associated with attending national
conferences by covering participants’ registration,
hotel, airfare and ground transportation, and pro-
vides them with a meal per diem.

LINK participants will:

® Participate in a pre-conference call/webinar to
orient recipients to the program and promote
relationship building and networking opportu-
nities

® Participate in a post-conference call/webinar to

foster peer-to-peer information, networking
opportunities and idea sharing

® Attend a networking dinner with other LINK

Program participants while at the conference,
coordinated by ALSO

® Submit an Action Plan outlining how knowl-
edge gained from the conference will be ap-
plied in their locality

® Briefly present Action Plan highlights on post-
conference call/webinar to facilitate peer-to-
peer idea sharing

Click here for more info.

Domestic Violence Homicide Prevention
Demonstration Initiative: The Office on
Violence Against Women (OVW) in
conjunction with the National Institute of
Justice (NI1J) released the Domestic
Violence Homicide Prevention
Demonstration Initiative on September 5,
2012. The deadline for submissions in
Grants.gov is 11:59 p.m. EST on Tuesday,
October 16, 2012. The Call for Concept
Papers Solicitation can be found on the
OVW website: http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/
open-solicitations.htm

The purpose of the initiative is to
implement promising domestic violence
homicide prevention models and evaluate
how well they work in different
communities to reduce domestic violence
homicide, improve services for high-risk
victims and hold high-risk offenders
accountable. The initiative is open to units
of local government and tribal
governments in the United States and its
Territories.

This Call for Concept Papers is for Phase I,
the first 12 months of the four year

initiative. During Phase I, up to twelve
sites will receive funding to work with
OVW, NI1J, a local researcher and the
designated technical assistance providers
to assess their structures and processes
for addressing domestic violence
homicide. At the end of Phase I, all
sites will submit a work plan based on
their assessments. Up to six sites will be
selected for Phase II and they will
receive an additional three years of
funding to implement their work plan.

There will be a pre-application

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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conference call next Tuesday, September
18, from 2p-4p EST to review the Call for
Concept Papers and answer questions.

To register or for questions, please email
ovw.dvhr@usdoj.gov. You can also reach
the main OVW office at (202) 307-6026.

BJS Releases 2012 Byrne JAG
Distribution Summary: Last week,

the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS)
released, Justice Assistance

Grant Program, 2012. This report
describes the steps used in the Edward
Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant
(Byrne JAG) formula calculation process
and presents summary results of the FY
2012 formula calculations.

The Bureau of Justice Assistance
administers the Byrne JAG program and
the Bureau of Justice Statistics calculates
the formulas. Funds are distributed to

SPECIAL REPORT

states and localities based on resident
population and violent crime data reported
to the FBI's Uniform Crime Reporting
Program. In total, approximately $295.6
million was allocated for the FY 2012
Byrne JAG awards.

Report Outlines Trends in Juvenile Crime:
The number of juvenile delinquency offenses
has steadily declined 20 percent since their peak
in 1997, according to a recent report from the
National Center for Juvenile Justice (NCJJ).
The report outlined national estimates on
juvenile case rates and presented overall trends
in the last few decades. Using automated case
records and court-level statistics from around
the country, the NCJJ provides a wealth of data,
including demographic and offense-specific
information.

The report distinguished between delinquency
offenses, crimes that both adults and juveniles
can be convicted of, and status offenses, crimes
that are only offenses because of an individuals’
status as a juvenile (underage drinking, truancy,
curfew violations, etc.). While delinquency
offenses have declined since the mid to late 90s,
status offenses are up 13 percent since 1995.

Overall there has been a 300 percent increase in
juvenile delinquency offenses between 1960
and 2009. The caseload has increased from
1,100 to 4,200 cases per day. However, since its
peak caseload in 1997, juvenile cases have
declined steadily, resulting in a 20 percent
decrease in the following 12 years. The report
also focuses on specific categories of offenses,
organizing juvenile delinquency crimes into
four broad categories: person, drug, public
order, and property offenses. The first three
categories have more than doubled in frequency
of offenses since 1985, while property offenses
have declined 19 percent. The largest overall
increase occurred in the category of public
order offenses, which include obstruction of

justice, disorderly conduct, weapons offenses,
nonviolent sex offenses, and liquor law
violations. These types of offenses grew by 74
percent between 1985 and 2009.

The report also looked at trends regarding the
age of juvenile offenders. These statistics
showed a positive relationship between age and
number of cases, with the case rate increasing
continuously as age increased. However, the
statistics are complicated by the fact that many
states cut off juvenile status at the age of 16,
and therefore try 17 year olds as adults for these
categories of crimes. So while far more 17 year
olds were arrested than 16 year olds, some were
ultimately tried as adults and therefore are not
counted in the total number of cases. Overall,
case rates rose consistently with age for
property, drug, and public order offense cases,
while personal offenses, including homicide,
forcible rape, assault, and robbery, leveled off
around the age of 16.

Between 1997 and 2009, the case rate for
delinquency offenses declined for all race
groups: white (-25 percent), American Indian (-
23 percent), Asian (-14 percent), and black (-8
percent) youth. All of these decreases appear to
be a result of significant reductions in the
number of property offenses across all races.
However, the number of person, public order,
and drug offenses has risen for all groups. In
2009, almost two-thirds of all delinquency cases
were made by white youth, but their overall
contribution to juvenile crime declined by 9
percent since 1985. The proportion of cases
involving black youth increased from 25
percent in 1985 to 34 percent in 2009. Case

rates for public order, personal, and drug
offenses increased with age, regardless of
race.

While the delinquency case rate is
significantly higher for males, females did
experience a greater increase since 1985. The
rate of female offenders grew until the late
90’s, but began to slowly decline, resulting in
an overall increase of 19 percent in the period
between 1985 and 2009. Case rates for males
still exceed those of females across all age
and offense categories. However, rates for
males have leveled off as age increases,
while females have experienced significant
increases as age rises, specifically in the
categories of person and drug offenses.
Lastly, the report focused specifically on
status offenses, or offenses that are only
illegal for individuals who are considered by
their state to be juveniles. The number of
petitioned status offenses processed through
the juvenile justice system increased by 13%
percent between 1995 and 2009. Truancy
cases represent the largest increase, and also
make up the largest proportion of status
offenses in 2009 (37 percent), followed by
liquor-related offenses (22 percent),
ungovernability offenses (12 percent), and
runaway offenses (11 percent). The largest
decline was in the category of runaway
offenses, with an overall decrease of 27
percent between 1995 and 2009.

Click here for full report.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE


http://www.ncjj.org/pdf/jcsreports/jcs2009.pdf�
mailto:ovw.dvhr@usdoj.gov�
http://ncja-avectra.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xODI1NTMyJnA9MSZ1PTc4Mzg1MDk5NyZsaT04NzQyMTM2/index.html�
http://ncja-avectra.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xODI1NTMyJnA9MSZ1PTc4Mzg1MDk5NyZsaT04NzQyMTM2/index.html�
http://ncja-avectra.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xODI1NTMyJnA9MSZ1PTc4Mzg1MDk5NyZsaT04NzQyMTM2/index.html�
http://ncja-avectra.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xODI1NTMyJnA9MSZ1PTc4Mzg1MDk5NyZsaT04NzQyMTM2/index.html�

R ESEARCH, EVALUATION & STATISTICS

PAGE 4

Emerging Use of Force Issue - Bal-
ancing Public and Officer Safety:
The IACP and the Community Ori-
ented Policing Services (COPS) of-
fice convened a use-of-force sympo-
sium that brought together law en-
forcement professionals, use-of-
force experts, and use-of-force re-
searchers. The resulting report,
Emerging Use of Force Issues: Bal-
ancing Public and Officer Safety,
provides suggested actions that can
be taken at both the national and lo-
cal levels to address these issues.
The use of force by law enforcement
officers has continuously been a
controversial topic, often resulting in
false perceptions by the public, par-
ticularly the concern that police use
force at a relatively high level. Sta-

PROMISING PRACTICES

tistical research shows just the oppo-
site: Police use force with constant
and careful discretion. In 2008, the
Bureau of Justice Statistics com-
pleted a study that found that of the
40 million persons who had contact
with police, only 1.9 percent of the
respondents reported the use or the
threat of force at least once during
these contacts. Unfortunately, media
depictions continue to create the per-
ception that use or threat of force by
the police is greater than it actually
is. The TACP/COPS report addresses
this concern and other significant
force policy issues, including the
following:
+ Current use-of-force issues and
concerns of law enforcement
leaders

+ Use-of-force policy and train-
ing advancement over the past
five years

+ Recent use-of-force incidents
or issues that have affected
law enforcement approach

+ Use-of-force litigation and
risk management from a local
agency perspective

+ New and emerging research on
use of force at the university
and law enforcement levels

Concerns about use of force that
merit further exploration and in-

vestigation.

For the full report, click here.

Directing Innovation: Tennessee’s Targeted
Community Crime Reduction Project : The
state of Tennessee has struggled in recent
years to bring down violent crime rates that
despite nationwide decreases have remained
well above the national average. As part of an
effort to combat this Tennessee’s Office of
Criminal Justice Programs (OCJP) began tak-
ing a hard look at the types of investments they
were making with their Byrne Justice Assis-
tance Grant (Byrne JAG) dollars. A decade of
predictable sub-grants had fostered a sense of
entitlement among local law enforcement and
other recipients of state and federal funding.
Another unintended consequence of the states
grant making strategy was that agencies had
become territorial and increasingly siloed. A
new effort known as the Targeted Community
Crime Reduction Project (TCCRP), began
during the 2010 strategic planning cycle fo-
cuses resources on Tennessee communities
with high crime rates and seeks to address the
communication barriers that impact effective
crime reduction.

The TCCRP is both a locally driven crime
reduction initiative and a state grant making
and management strategy. The brainchild of
OCIJP staff the initiative used part of the state’s
Recovery Act Byrne JAG allocation to create a
specialized non-competitive solicitation target-

ing mid-sized cities with the highest crime
rates. The solicitation required eligible locali-
ties to come up with a three-pronged data
driven strategy to deal with local drivers of the
state’s high crime rate. Strategies were re-
quired to be multi-agency and mandated that
funds be used equally between prevention,
enforcement and offender intervention. In
addition to requirements related to cross-
system partnerships, cities were also required
to have a university or research partner to help
evaluate crime trends, hot spots and to assist
with the data collection needed for perform-
ance evaluation. Although this targeted grant
required more pre-solicitation collaboration
with locals, OCJP was able to make its first
awards the fall of 2010.

Nuts and Bolts: Changing Granting as Usual
The TCCRP was unlike any previous solicita-
tion or grant the office had ever managed. Not
only was the grant targeted at a subset of high
crime cities with populations between 30,000-
80,000 residents, but the strategy required
numerous local agencies and community
stakeholders to work together and agree upon a
coordinated crime reduction strategy. With the
understanding that this project would require
greater outreach, increased grant writing tech-
nical assistance and ongoing implementation
assistance, in the spring on 2010 OCJP began
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the process of researching appropriate lo-
calities and writing a highly targeted solici-
tation. Once the office had finished creating
its targeted application it began outreach to
identified localities to encourage them to
apply for one of six three year non-
competitive Byrne JAG grants.

As part of the application process localities
were required to: establish a cross system
planning/leadership group, analyze law en-
forcement data for crime trends/hot spots,
geo-map city crime, establish measurable
goals, connect with a research partner and
agree upon an evidence informed preven-
tion, enforcement and offender intervention
strategy. The targeted cities of Clarksville,
Jackson, Columbia, Murfreesboro, Cleve-
land and Kingsport worked closely with
OCIJP staff to meet these early strategic
planning goals and to collaboratively refine
their strategies. Only after OCJP had ac-
cepted the cities strategy were grant funds
(upwards of $200,000 a year) sent to the
city’s fiscal agent. These funds were distrib-
uted to multiple agencies in each city with
the average site having more than 10 differ-
ent funded partners and often a similar num-
ber of unfunded partners.

Continue reading....

OLIVER CORBIN, EDITOR, CRIMINAL JUSTICE WEEKLY: ODCORBIN@DPS.STATE.OH.US; 614/728.8732
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