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Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, say 
existing gun owners are responsible for most 
new purchases (about 20 percent of gun 
owners possess 65 percent of the nation's guns, 
according to a 2006 Harvard study). Brady 
Campaign President Dan Gross said concerns 
about new gun-control laws are part of a 
"marketing ploy" to keep firearms moving. 
 
Continue reading… 
 
Report - The Cost of Exposure to Violence 
are Astronomical: Calling the financial and 
personal costs of children’s exposure to 
violence “astronomical,” Attorney General 
Eric Holder's Task Force on Children Exposed 
to Violence released 56 policy 
recommendations today to combat this 
“epidemic.” 
 
The recommendations are based on comments 
gathered from public hearings held during the 
last year in Baltimore, Albuquerque, Miami 
and Detroit. The report highlights the 
importance of identifying children who are 
victims or witnesses of violence, especially 
polyvictims, who have been exposed to 
multiple types of violence and providing 
services to help them heal. 
 
The task force recommends developing 
programs to help children access supportive, 
non-violent relationships, with adults in their 
communities. In addition, the report calls for 
the juvenile justice system to screen children 
for exposure to violence. The report stresses 
the potential harm caused by exposure to 
violence over the course of a person’s lifetime. 
 
“The financial burden on other public systems, 
including child welfare, social services, law 
enforcement, juvenile justice, and, in 
particular, education, is staggering when 
combined with the loss of productivity over 
children’s lifetimes,” the task force said in its 
report. 
 
View the report 
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NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Senate Judiciary Approves Reauthorization 
of Electronic Communications Privacy Act: 
Last month, the Senate Judiciary Committee 
approved bill, S. 1011,which reauthorizes the 
Electronic Communications Privacy Act 
(ECPA). First enacted in 1986, the law sets 
standards for privacy of electronic 
communications. This bill seeks to update its 
provisions consistent with evolving 
technology. The bill would require 
government to obtain a search warrant for 
email content from a third-party service 
provider. It would also eliminate the 
distinction in current law on age of emails 
available for review. Further, the bill would 
require the government to provide the search 
warrant to the individual whose electronic 
communication has been disclosed within 10 
days or, if requested by law enforcement, as 
long as 180 days. The bill does not, however, 
change the search warrant requirements in 
other federal criminal or counterterorrism 
laws.  
 
Law enforcement organizations have 
expressed concerns about elements of the bill 
because of fears it could hamper their ability 
to have access to digital records in criminal 
investigations. In a letter to the committee, 
they urged that the legislation be amended to 
include a requirement that telecommunications 
service providers respond quickly to requests 
for information required for criminal 
investigations. Law enforcement is 
appreciative of the possibility of extension to 
180 days for notice to the surveillant. 
However, the groups are concerned that the 
notice provisions would be time consuming 
and disruptive of ongoing investigations. 
Further, the groups also raised concerns about 
the legislation's impact on child pornography 
investigations. The bill will not advance 
further in this session of Congress, but will be 
reintroduced next year.  
 
Source: NCJA 
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Everything You Need to Know About 
Sequestration and the Fiscal Cliff:  NCJA has 
created a special page on our website devoted to 
sequestration and the fiscal cliff. The page 
contains a wealth of information and resources 
including background information on what 
sequestration is and how we got here; links and 
information from the Non Defense Discretionary 
(NDD) Coalition; charts highlighting the non-
defense discretionary spending in the federal 
budget and graphs showing the Department of 
Justice grant program portion of this spending.  
 
In addition, the page contains links to the NCJA/
Vera Institute Sequestration survey report and a 
link to the webcast of our sequestration webinar.  
 
Finally, the page also includes links to two sign-
on letters that urge Congress to spare justice 
assistance grants from additional cuts. One letter 
is for the law enforcement and prosecution 
community and the other is for the broader 
criminal justice and public safety community. 
Everyone is encouraged to sign on to these 
letters.  
 
Source: NCJA 
 
As U.S. Crime Has Declined, Gun Sales Have 
Surged Since 2002: The number of federally 
required background checks of prospective gun 
purchasers has nearly doubled in the past 
decade, during a period when violent crime has 
been in long decline in many places across the 
USA, reports USA Today. The FBI's National 
Instant Check System (NICS) does not track 
actual firearms sales; multiple guns can be 
included in one purchase. But the steady rise in 
background checks,  from 8.5 million in 2002 to 
16.8 million in 2012, tracks other indicators that 
signal escalating gun sales. 
 
Advocates on both sides of the gun-rights debate 
disagree over what is driving the trend. Gun-
rights groups attribute the steady increase to the 
growing popularity of hunting and other gun-
recreation uses, the impact of state laws 
allowing citizens to carry concealed handguns 
and concerns that the Obama administration will 
push for laws restricting weapons purchases. 
Gun-control advocates, led by the Brady 
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Ohio Drug Law Enforcement Fund 
Grant:  
Application: The solicitation release date 
will be December 3, 2012. For technical 
assistance on any part of the Drug Law 
Enforcement Fund application, call OCJS 
at: 614.466.7782 and ask to speak to your 
Grants Coordinator. 
 
Regional Contacts:  http://
www.ocjs.ohio.gov/grants.stm 
 
Review:  Ohio Drug Law Enforcement 
Fund proposals will be competitively 
reviewed by OCJS staff and outside 
reviewers. Project budgets will be 
reviewed to assure that costs are allowable 
and directly relate to the program. Final 
funding recommendations are made by the 
OCJS Executive Director and approved by 
the Department of Public Safety Director.   
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GRANT FUNDING  
(2) Evidence is provided that the drug 
task force will receive a local funding 
match of at least twenty-five per cent of 
the task force's projected operating costs 
in the time period covered by the grant; 
and 
 
(3) The grant award amount will only be 
given to a drug task force whose 
implementing agency participates in 
OIBRS or in the Uniform Crime 
Reporting program of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation as set forth in 
section 5502.62(C)(6) of the Revised 
Code; and 
 
(4) The grant award amount will be 
given to a drug task force that received 
funding through the Office of Criminal 
Justice Services in calendar year 2007 
(follow link) http://codes.ohio.gov/
oac/4501%3A6-3-01 or 

Award:  Award notifications will be 
mailed to selected applicants. Before final 
approval, applicants must complete and 
return all required forms. All awards will 
be for up to 12 months of funding, 
operating from February 1, 2013 to 
January 31, 2014. 
 
Eligible Participants: 
Eligible applicants include: county, 
municipal corporation, township, township 
police district, and joint township police 
districts. These entities may only apply for 
a grant award from the drug law 
enforcement fund if they meet the 
following criteria: 
 
(1) The amount of money desired is 
specified in the application and does not 
exceed two hundred fifty thousand dollars 
in any calendar year; and 
 

NCJA Webinar on Intersection of Behav-
ioral Health and Criminal Justice:  Please 
join NCJA for a webinar on Addressing the 
Intersection Between Behavioral Health 
and the Criminal Justice System, Wednes-
day, January 23, 2013 from 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
EST 
 
It is often noted that the largest mental health 
facilities in this country are local jails and 
state prisons. The Council of State Govern-
ments estimated that 14 percent of men and 
31 percent of woman in jail and state prison 
suffered from chronic and persistent mental 
illness in 2007. Addressing the Intersection 
Between Behavioral Health and the Criminal 
Justice System looks at two state-level strate-
gies aimed at preventing those with chronic 
mental illness from either entering or return-
ing to state and local justice systems. This 
webinar will highlight the training and tech-
nical assistance provided to counties by the 
Pennsylvania Mental Health and Justice Cen-
ter of Excellence and Oklahoma’s Collabora-
tive Mental Health Reentry Program. Pre-
senters for this webinar include, Dr. Patty 
Griffin, senior consultant, Mental Health and 
Justice Center of Excellence, Bob Mann, 
administrator of mental health operations, 
Oklahoma Department of Corrections 
(DOC) ,and Donna Bond, manager of correc-
tional, criminal justice and reentry services, 
Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS). 
 
Register here 

Second Annual Summit - Improving 
School Outcomes (Preventing bullying, 
harassment and intimidation against stu-
dents who are, or perceived to be, lesbian, 
gay, bisexual or transgender) : Are you a 
school leader, school counselor or a school 
service provider? Join Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center, Council on Child 
Abuse, GLSEN or Greater Cincinnati, Hu-
man Rights Campaign, Talbert House and the 
YWCA of Greater Cincinnati. 
 
Learn effective strategies to prevent bullying, 
harassment and intimidation and improve 
school climate, student mental health out-
comes and academic performances. 
 
Keynote speakers include Dr. Deb Tempkin 
of the U.S. Department of Education Re-
search and Policy for Bullying Prevention 
Initiatives, Jennifer Brumby, Esq. from the 
Ohio Attorney General’s Office and Kim 
Westheimer from the Human Rights Cam-
paign.  
 
When: February 12, 2013 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. 
 
Where: Red Cross, 2111 Dana Ave., Cincin-
nati, 45207 
 
Click here to RSVP by January 22, 2013 or 
call 513.361.2159. The summit is free, break-
fast, lunch and resource tools will be pro-
vided along with 5 CEUs. Space is limited so 
don’t delay. 

  
Overview of Sexual Abuse in Confine-
ment - An Introduction for Prosecutors  
January 4, 2012     
2:00 PM to 3:30 PM 
 
Sexual abuse in confinement has persis-
tently presented tremendous challenges to 
investigators and prosecutors because of 
internal and external barriers to reporting, 
including the behaviors, actions, and deci-
sion-making power of first responders that 
may result in the failure to make an official 
report to law enforcement. Additional chal-
lenges include issues related to evidence 
collection and retention, identification of 
witnesses, and multi-level biases against 
inmates. 
  
This webinar will provide an overview of 
the Prison Rape Elimination Act and re-
cently released national standards that re-
late directly to a victim-centered, offender-
focused investigation and prosecution of a 
sexual abuse in confinement. The webinar 
will discuss victim behaviors generally and 
in the specific context of the dynamics 
inherent to a correctional setting. It will 
also focus on offender tactics, including 
grooming, isolation, threats, concealment 
or destruction of evidence, intimidation, 
the use of allies, and other coercive tactics. 
  
To register, click here.  
 
 

TRAINING/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CON’T. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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Program Goals  
Cognitive Behavioral Intervention for Trauma 
in Schools (CBITS) was designed for use in 
schools for children ages 10–15 who have had 
substantial exposure to violence or other 
traumatic events and who have symptoms of 
posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) in the 
clinical range. The CBITS program has three 
main goals: 1) to reduce symptoms related to 
trauma, 2) to build resilience, and 3) to increase 
peer and parent support. The program was 
developed to reduce symptoms of distress and 
build skills to improve children’s abilities to 
handle stress and trauma in the future.  
  
Program Theory  
The theoretical underpinnings are based on 
cognitive–behavioral theory (CBT) regarding 
anxiety and trauma. In short, traumatic life 
events lead to impairment (including 
psychological reactions, behavioral problems, 
and functional impairment), which in turn leads 
to long-term adjustment problems such as 
PTSD, depression, violent behavior, and 
substance abuse. These adverse outcomes, 
consequently, increase risk for exposure to 
more traumatic events and life stressors, 
compounding vulnerability in the future and 
creating a cycle.  
  
Program Components  
The program addresses risk factors for 
developing chronic disturbances following 
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EVIDENCE RATING - EFFECTIVE: TREATING TRAUMA IN SCHOOLS 
members, confidentiality, and group 
procedures. Explanation of treatment 
using stories. Discussion of reasons 
for participation (kinds of stress or 
trauma).  

·       Session 2: Education about common 
reactions to stress or trauma. 
Relaxation training to combat anxiety.  

·       Session 3: Thoughts and feelings 
(introduction to cognitive therapy). 
Fear Thermometer. Linkage between 
thoughts and feelings. Combating 
negative thoughts.  

·       Session 4: Combating negative 
thoughts.  

·       Session 5: Avoidance and coping 
(introduction to real-life exposure). 
Construction of fear hierarchy. 
Alternative coping strategies.  

·       Session 6: Exposure to stress or 
trauma memory through imagination/
drawing/writing.  

·       Session 7: Exposure to stress or 
trauma memory through imagination/
drawing/writing.  

·       Session 8: Introduction to social 
problem solving.  

·       Session 9: Practice with social 
problem solving and hot seat.  

·       Session 10: Relapse prevention and 
graduation ceremony.  

 
Continue reading….. 

trauma, including poor coping skills, cognitive 
factors, and low levels of social support. 
Symptom reduction is accomplished by CBT 
practices—reducing maladaptive thinking that 
can drive depressive and anxious moods, 
reducing anxiety directly through relaxation 
training, reducing anxiety through behavior 
therapy (exposure to anxiety-provoking stimuli 
and habituation of anxiety), and processing the 
traumatic experience to reduce both anxiety and 
traumatic grief.  
  
The CBITS intervention incorporates cognitive
–behavioral therapy skills in a group format 
(five to eight students per group) to address 
symptoms of PTSD, anxiety, and depression 
related to exposure to violence. Symptom 
reduction is accomplished through cognitive 
techniques and trauma-focused work in 
imagination, writing, and narratives. In each 
session, a new set of skills is taught to the child, 
using didactic presentation, age-appropriate 
examples, and games. The child then uses the 
skills to address his or her problems through 
homework assignments collaboratively 
developed by the child and CBITS clinician.  
  
The CBITS program is formatted to take place 
in 10 child group sessions, each lasting one 
class period. The sessions adhere to the 
curriculum below:  
  

·        Session 1: Introduction of group 

(5) The grant award amount will be 
utilized by a drug task force in a county 
that has a population exceeding seven 
hundred fifty thousand; or 
 
(6) The grant award amount will be 
utilized by a drug task force that is not in 
existence on the date of application; or 
 
(7) The drug task force is in existence on 
the date of application, but did not receive 
funding through the Office of Criminal 
Justice Services in calendar year 2007 or 
the county within which the taskforce is 
located does not have a population 
exceeding seven hundred fifty thousand; or 
 
(8) Task forces must participate in 
mandatory event and subject deconfliction 
through the Ohio High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) Investigative 
Support Center in order to be eligible for 
funds. 
 
 
 

Eligibility Requirements 
All Ohio Drug Law Enforcement Fund 
applicants must have an organization, or 
subgrantee, that will serve as the fiduciary 
agent and assume overall responsibility for 
the grant. This organization, or subgrantee, 
must be a unit of local government or 
council of governments. A unit of local 
government has legislative autonomy, 
jurisdiction, and authority to act in certain 
circumstances. Units of government 
include a city, county, township, or village. 
If two or more jointly apply, they must 
designate one body to take the lead role 
and identify that agency's fiscal officer.  
 
Program Purpose 
The Ohio Drug Law Enforcement Fund 
will provide funding to defray expenses 
that a drug task force organization incurs in 
performing its functions related to the 
enforcement of the state’s drug laws and 
other state laws related to illegal drug 
activity. Each applicant will need to 
demonstrate how their application meets 
the stated purpose of the fund.  

Applications are submitted online 
through the OCJS Grants Management 
System, by 5 p.m. on December 28, 
2012.  visit: http://
www.surveymonkey.com/
s/2013Grantwriting101. Late 
applications will not be reviewed or 
considered for funding.  Failure to 
follow the specified requirements will 
also result in the application not being 
reviewed or considered for funding. 

IMPORTANT:  Applications must be in 
the APPLICATION SUBMITTED 
STATUS in the OCJS Grants 
Management System to be considered 
for funding. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

GRANT FUNDING  

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES   

O C J S  C O N T A C T  
 

OLIVER CORBIN, EDITOR, CRIMINAL JUSTICE WEEKLY: ODCORBIN@DPS.STATE.OH.US; 614/728.8732 

Opana® Use and Availability on the 
Rise 
According to the January 2012 surveillance 
of Drug Abuse Trends in the State of Ohio 
report produced by the Ohio Substance 
Abuse Monitoring (OSAM) Network, 
every region in Ohio has reported an in-
crease in the use and availability of 
Opana®. Opana (oxymorphone) is an 
opioid pain reliever similar to morphine.  
 
Law enforcement officials and treatment 
providers report that Opana abuse began 
after OxyContin was reformulated in 2010, 
making it more difficult to snort or inject. 
Opana is available in immediate-release 
and extended-release tablet forms. There 
are many street jargon names for Opana, 
including “bears” and “pandas”. Due to its 
high demand, Opana currently sells for $1-
$2 per milligram.  
 

For more information on Opana use and 
availability, click here to access the OSAM 
report.  
 
Drug Court Fact Sheet Released 
The Office of Justice Programs released 
the fact sheet “Drug Courts.” This fact 
sheet examines adult and juvenile drug 
court program models and OJP’s support 
of adult and juvenile drug courts. It also 
provides facts, research findings, and addi-
tional resources regarding drug courts.  
 
There are more than 2,600 drug courts 
across the U.S., of which half are adult 
treatment drug courts. Specific types of 
drug courts, such as family drug courts and 
DUI courts have grown in number. Results 
from the five-year longitudinal NIJ Mul-
tisite Adult Drug Court Evaluation found 
that participants reported less criminal ac-
tivity and had fewer rearrests than compa-
rable offenders. In addition, participants 

RESEARCH, EVALUATION & STATISTICS  

Cost-Benefit Knowledge Bank for 
Criminal Justice:  
The Cost-Benefit Knowledge Bank for 
Criminal Justice, a project of the Vera 
Institute of Justice’s Cost-Benefit 
Analysis Unit funded by the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance, aims to broaden and 
deepen the understanding and use of 
cost-benefit analysis in criminal jus-
tice. Their website includes numerous 
cost-benefit studies organized by 
criminal justice topic areas, an archive 
of webinars, and a sensitivity analysis 
tool to determine the degree of uncer-
tainty in a cost-benefit analysis. 
 
Summary and Full Report on Per-
formance Based Approach to Police 
Staffing and Allocation:   
Essentials for Leaders: A Performance-
Based Approach to Police Staffing and 
Allocation, summarizes the research 
conducted by the Michigan State Uni-
versity team on the current staffing 
allocation landscape for law enforce-
ment agencies and provides a practical 

would plea bargain the case, and the 
lowest or highest plea bargain they 
would offer or accept. A discussion 
of the findings and their implications 
for policy, practice, and research are 
provided. 
 
Click here to read the complete re-
port. 

step-by-step approach for any agency 
to assess its own patrol staffing needs 
based upon its workload and perform-
ance objectives. This document is a 
companion piece to the full research 
report, which can be accessed here.  
 
Influence of the Strength of Eyewit-
ness Testimony on Plea Bargaining 
Decisions:  
A preliminary study funded by the Na-
tional Institute of Justice (NIJ) of how 
plea bargaining decisions by prosecu-
tion and defense attorneys are affected 
by eyewitness factors was recently re-
leased. The study involved defense 
attorneys and prosecutors from Califor-
nia, who were presented with four sce-
narios involving eyewitnesses that var-
ied in the factors of same-versus cross-
race identification and prior contact (or 
not). Participants were asked questions 
regarding their estimate of the prob-
ability that the defendant was guilty, 
the probability that they would win if 
the case went to trial, whether they 

reported less drug use and were less 
likely to test positive than comparable 
offenders.  
 
An earlier study on Ohio’s drug courts 
conducted by University of Cincinnati 
researchers in conjunction with OCJS 
and Ohio State University, also found 
that drug courts lower recidivism rates 
and that those who successfully com-
plete the drug court program are consid-
ered more likely to remain crime-free 
than offenders who do not successfully 
complete the program. Importantly, they 
also found that drug treatment is more 
effective when other offender needs are 
addressed. 
 
For access to the OJP Fact Sheet, click 
here.  
 
For access to information on the multi-
state drug court evaluation, click here. 
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