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NEWYANNOUNCEMENTS

VAWA Bill Fails to Become Law:

A year-long effort to reauthorize the
Violence Against Women Act failed last
week as the House and Senate were not
able to come to agreement on how to
reconcile the House and Senate versions in
conference committee.

The bill would have reauthorized the
VAWA programs and made several small
but important adjustments to the
administration of the grant programs.
NCIJA worked closely with AVA, the
Association of VAWA Administrators, on
updates that would improve the efficiency
and effectiveness of the programs in the
field.

Although the House and Senate-passed
bills were identical in most respects, they
differed on a few key provisions included
in the Senate-passed bill, S. 1925, but
dropped in the House version, H.R. 4970,
which passed on a largely party line vote.
These were the expansion of access to U-
Visas for immigrant victims of sexual
violence, clarification on eligibility of
services and training to victims regardless
of sexual preference, and expansion of the
authority of tribal courts over non-tribal
defendants in limited circumstances.

NCJA and AVA had written a letter
urging conferees to find compromise
between the two bills. With the end of the
112" Congress, the bill now must be re-
introduced in the new Congress and the
legislative process started anew. Although
the VAWA programs are now expired,
Congress may, and surely will, continue
funding VAWA.

Read article

New Law Allows States to Request
Federal Help After Mass Shootings: A
bill authorizing the FBI or DHS, at the
request of a state or local government, to
assist in the investigation of certain violent
acts and shootings has passed Congress and
is headed to the President’s desk for
signature. The Investigative Assistance for
Violent Crimes Act of 2012, sponsored by
Rep. Trey Gowdy (R-SC), will allow the
federal law enforcement and investigative
agencies to assist in the investigation of
violent acts and shootings occurring at
schools, colleges, universities, nonfederal
office buildings, malls, and other public
places, and in the investigation of mass
killings and attempted mass killings. The
new law defines "mass killings" as three or
more killings in a single incident.

Source: NCJA

BJA on Facebook : The Bureau of Justice
Assistance is now on Facebook. View and
“like” their page at http://
www.facebook.com/pages/OJP-Bureau-of-
Justice-Assistance/122368714596791

39th NOVA Conference - A Call for
Presentations: The National Organization
for Victim Assistance is looking for
presenters for it’s September 15-18
conference at the Hyatt Regency in
Columbus, Ohio.

Presenters should provide a skill-building
workshop using adult education methods.
Adult education emphasizes variety in
instruction, limiting lecture segments and
using various modes (e.g., discussion, Q &
A, multi-media, table-top exercises, hands-
on activities). Attendees will be asked to
evaluate presentations based upon these
values.

OCJS now available on Twitter and Facebook

S

The deadline for presentations is February
15 at 5 p.m. Please visit here for additional
information about the conference. For
more specific information regarding the
presentations and to receive a registration
form, please call 703.535.5500.

Biden Plan Due on Background Checks,
Assault Weapons; NRA Dissents: Vice
President Joe Biden will call next week for
a White House push for broad measures to
stem gun violence, citing growing support
for tighter background checks on gun
purchasers, restrictions on high-capacity
clips, and other moves, probably including
a renewal of the federal ban on assault-
style weapons, says the Wall Street
Journal. The National Rifle Association
delivered a swift rebuke after a meeting
yesterday with Biden, saying the
administration was gearing up for an
attack on gun ownership.

"We disagreed, obviously, on important
issues," said NRA lobbyist James Baker.
The NRA said it was "disappointed with
how little this meeting had to do with
keeping our children safe and how much it
had to do with an agenda to attack the
Second Amendment." The White House is
working quietly with outside advocates
and religious groups to lay the groundwork
for a campaign to build political support
for gun-control efforts. The challenge of
moving anything through Congress
remains high. Biden said he had heard a
"surprising recurrence" of suggestions
from groups he consulted that the nation
require a background check for every gun
purchase. Currently, checks are only
needed for purchases from federally
licensed dealers.

Continue reading...
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Free Grant Writing Seminars: OCJS is
hosting free Grant Writing seminars in
2013. OCJS’s grant trainings provide an
overview of identifying grant sources,
analyzing program objectives, creating a
budget, seeking letters of support, and
writing proposals. Federal and state grants
available to criminal justice professionals
are discussed. Grant writing 101 trainings
take place on the following dates: Febru-
ary 14, April 9, May 7, June 13, July 11,
August 8, October 8, November 7 and
December 12.

All trainings are held from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. in the Ohio Department of Public
Safety’s Motorcycle Classroom, located at
1970 W. Broad St., Columbus, on the first
floor.

Register here now online only. Click here
to register.

Strengthening Indigent Defense: Un-
derstanding State and Federal Re-
sources (Webinar): During this, the 50th
anniversary of Gideon v. Wainright, the
landmark case that secured the right to
counsel in criminal proceedings, the Jus-
tice Department is placing renewed em-
phasis on helping states meet their consti-
tutional obligation to provide effective
representation to indigent defen-

GRANT FUNDING

dants. This webinar will showcase the
Justice Department’s efforts to encourage
jurisdictions to bring all system stake-
holders together and will highlight some
of the state and federal resources available
to the public defense community.

This webinar will focus on funding oppor-
tunities available through the Byrne Jus-
tice Assistance Grant (Byrne JAG) pro-
gram, federal support for public defense
initiatives, current opportunities for train-
ing and technical assistance and highlight
the work of DOJ’s Access to Justice Ini-
tiative. In addition, attendees will hear
from state public defenders about the
process of applying for grant funds and
showcase strategies for integrating the
indigent defense function into criminal
justice resource planning. Presenters for
this webinar are Melanca Clark, senior
counsel with the Department of Justice’s
Access to Justice Initiative; Edward C.
Monahan, director, Kentucky Department
of Public Advocacy; Jeanie Vela, office
manager, Denver Office of the Colorado
State Public Defender; and Jack Cutrone,
executive director for the Illinois Criminal
Justice Information Authority.

When: January 22 from 3 p.m. to 4:30
p-m. EST

Click here to for more information and
to register.

Forensic Nursing - Defending Our
Practice Protecting Our Children:
The session will focus on ways the fo-
rensic nurse can create a defensible
practice. With an interactive format
topics ranging from under-standing the
science behind what the forensic nurse
does taking care of patients to being
able to articulate our knowledge in a
court room setting. Session is meant for
new and experience forensic nurses
alike.

The target audience are registered
nurses, forensic nurses, SANE Advo-
cates and other professionals who deal
with survivors of violence. CEUs are
pending.

When: March 13 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: Receptions Conference Center -
Erlanger, 1379 Donaldson Hwy, Er-
langer, Kentucky 41018

Cost: $75

For more information and to register,

contact Missy Rittinger at 859.301.9266
or missy.rittinger@stelizabeth.com

Violent Gang and Gun Crime
Reduction Program (Project Safe
Neighborhoods): Project Safe
Neighborhoods (PSN) is designed to
create safer neighborhoods through a
sustained reduction in crime associated
with gang and gun violence, and violent
offenders. The program's effectiveness is
based on the cooperation of local, state,
and federal agencies engaged in a unified
approach led by the U.S. Attorney
(USA) in each district. The USA is
responsible for establishing a
collaborative PSN task force of federal,
state, and local law enforcement and
other community members to implement
gang and gun crime enforcement,
intervention and prevention initiatives
within the district. Through the PSN task
force, the USA will implement the five
design features of PSN—partnerships,

strategic planning, training, outreach,
and accountability—to address specific
gun and gang crime, and violent
offenders, in the most violent
neighborhoods. Details on the five
design features (also referred to as core
elements) can be found later in this grant
announcement and online at
www.ncjrs.gov/html/bja/205263/.

Goals and Objectives

The purpose of PSN is to reduce gun and
gang violence by the most violent
offenders in the most violent
neighborhoods by employing a research-
driven, intelligence-led, and problem-
solving approach to reduce firearms and
gang violence through enforcement,
deterrence, and prevention. BJA is
seeking proposals from applicants
interested in developing innovative,

comprehensive, data-driven
approaches to reduce chronic gun and/
or gang violence in their jurisdiction.
BJA expects agencies to work toward
a result; a PSN result is defined as a
plausible, scientifically-based finding
that a solution had either an effect or
no effect on the problem. The
involvement of a research partner is
indispensable to achieving this result.

Deadlines: Registration and
Application

Applicants must register with
Grants.gov in order to submit an
application. OJP encourages applicants
to register several weeks before the
application submission deadline. In
addition, OJP urges applicants to
submit applications well in advance of
the application due date. The deadline

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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to apply for funding under this
announcement is 11:59 p.m. eastern time
on March 11, 2013. See the “How To
Apply” section on page 20 for more
details. Note that while the deadline for
submission is 11:59 p.m. eastern time on
March 11, 2013, staff assistance through
the BJA Justice Information Center is
only available until 8:00 p.m. eastern
time (see “Contact Information” on
page 2 for more information about
BJA’s Justice Information Center).

How to Apply
Applicants must submit applications

through Grants.gov. Applicants must
first register with Grants.gov in order
to submit an application through
Grants.gov, a “one-stop storefront” to
find federal funding opportunities and
apply for funding. Find complete

instructions on how to register and
submit an application at
www.Grants.gov.

Applicants that experience technical
difficulties during this process should
call the Grants.gov Customer Support
Hotline at 800-518-4726 or 606—545—
5035, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
except federal holidays. Registering
with Grants.gov is a one-time process;
however, processing delays may
occur, and it can take several weeks
for first-time registrants to receive
confirmation and a user password. OJP
encourages applicants to register
several weeks before the application
submission deadline. In addition, OJP
urges applicants to submit applications
well in advance of the application due
date to allow time to receive validation

messages or rejection notifications
from Grants.gov, and to correct in a
timely fashion any problems that
may have caused a rejection
notification.

Visit this link for the solicitation.

EVIDENCE R ATING - EFFECTIVE @: SPECIALIZED MULTI AGENCY R ESPONSE TEAM

Program Goals

Specialized Multi Agency Response
Teams (SMARTS) are part of a team-
based approach to reduce drug-related
problems and improve habitation
conditions at targeted problem sites.

Target Population/Eligibility

As part of the Oakland Beat Health
program, target sites are identified by
police according to the number of
emergency calls from an area, the
number of narcotic arrests there, or
special requests for police assistance
from community-based groups. Sites
can be residential or commercial, and
they often experience multiple
problems—from blight to squatters to
prostitution.

Program Activities

Once a site has been identified, the
police visit the area and meet with
various stakeholders (such as
community representatives, landlords,
and business owners) to establish
working relationships. Police attempt
to communicate to the stakeholders
that they (the police) are invested in

cleaning up the area. The police
suggest simple crime prevention
measures and explain landlords’ rights
and tenants’ responsibilities. Activities
can vary by site and include
alternative, problem-solving tactics
(e.g., inspecting drug-nuisance
properties, posting “no trespassing”
signs) and traditional law enforcement
tactics (e.g., the arrest of drug dealers,
increased police patrols at targeted
sites).

If these early measures do not lead to
improvements, police deploy SMARTSs
to identify violations of various civil
laws and regulatory rules. The team
can include representatives from a
variety of agencies, including housing,
public works, fire, vector control, and
the public utilities.

These representatives inspect local
properties, and when violations are
identified to local fire, housing, or
public works, vector control, or public
utilities, the city inspectors issue
citations. The most common citation is
for violating the housing code. When

violations are not rectified, civil laws
can be used to bring suit against
owners of drug-nuisance properties.
In California, this stage leads to
about 2 percent of SMART cases
being referred for formal court action
against the property owner.

The SMART program includes the
Landlord Training Program, which
encourages landlords to screen
potential renters. The landlords also
learn about the processes for evicting
unsatisfactory tenants who are
causing problems.

Continue reading....
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Bureau of Justice Statistics Releases
Brief on Firearms Stolen During House-
hold Burglaries and Other Property
Crimes, 2005-2010

In November 2012, BJS released a Crime
Data Brief examining National Crime Vic-
timization Survey (NCVS) data on fire-
arms stolen during household burglaries
and other property crimes during the years
2005 through 2010. The NCVS is an an-
nual national survey on nonfatal victimiza-
tions of persons age 12 and older, both
reported and not reported to the police.

This Crime Brief focuses on theft of fire-
arms in criminal victimizations including
those taken during burglaries and other
property crime such as motor vehicle theft.
Researchers found an annual average of
232,400 firearms were stolen during bur-
glary and other property crimes over the
six year period examined; overall, the an-
nual rate of theft has declined to under
150,000 in 2010. Over 80% of stolen fire-
arms had not been recovered at the time
the NCVS was administered.

Other highlights from the Crime Data Brief
include:

EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES

e  Handguns were the most common
type of firearm stolen

e Nearly 90% of burglaries involving
stolen firearms were reported to the
police

e  The majority of property crimes in-
volving stolen firearms occurred in
southern states

To view the full Crime Data Brief click
here: http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/content/pub/
pdf/fshbopc0510.pdf

Hate Crimes in 2011

In December, the FBI released their annual
publication, Hate Crime Statistics. Hate
crimes are criminal offenses committed
against a person, property, or society that
are motivated, in part or in whole, by the
offender’s bias against a race, religion,
disability, sexual orientation, or ethnicity/
national origin. The following highlights
come from this publication.

e Nationwide, there were 6,222 hate
crime incidents. Most incidents, 47
percent, involved racial bias. The re-
maining incidents involved sexual
orientation (21 percent), religion (20
percent), ethnicity (12 percent), and

disability (1 percent). Less than one
percent was multiple bias incidents.

e  Ofthe 588 Ohio law enforcement
agencies who submitted the hate
crime supplement in 2011, 83 agen-
cies reported a total of 228 hate
crime incidents, and 505 agencies
reported zero hate crime incidents.

e In Ohio, 57 percent of bias incidents
were related to race, 25 percent
were related to sexual orientation,
10 percent were related to religion,
7 percent were related to ethnicity,
and one percent was related to dis-
ability.

e In Ohio, 65 percent of hate crime
offenses were crimes against per-
sons and 35 percent were crimes
against property. Sixty-three percent
of bias crimes against persons in-
volved intimidation, 30 percent in-
volved simple assault, and 4 percent
involved aggravated assault. Of the
bias crimes against property, 60
percent involved destruction, dam-
age, or vandalism.

Click here for a link to the full report.
For the Ohio summary report, click here.

Paper Addresses Unmet Educational
Needs of System-Involved Youth
Georgetown University’s Center for Juve-
nile Justice Reform has released the second
edition of “Addressing the Unmet Educa-
tional Needs of Children and Youth in the
Juvenile Justice and Child Welfare Sys-
tems.” The paper outlines strategies for
meeting the complex educational needs of
children and youth involved with the juve-
nile justice and foster care systems. Up-
dated material includes references and
guides developed by the National Evalua-
tion and Technical Assistance Center for
the Education of Children and Youth Who
Are Neglected. Delinquent, or At-Risk.

Click here to review the paper.

OCJS CONTACT

OLIVER CORBIN, EDITOR, CRIMINAL JUSTICE WEEKLY: ODCORBIN@DPS.STATE.OH.US; 614/728.8732
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