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Since 1930, the Federal Bawu of Investigation (FBI) has annually collected data on crime in the United
States through its Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) ProgramUTie Program collects only those data
that come to the attention of law enforcement through victim reports or obs@ora Reporting is
voluntaryfor law enforcement agencies activetime UCR Program.

Data are collected on the eight Index offenses of murder, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault,
burglary, larcemtheft, motor vehicle theft, and arson. In additido collecting summary data on the

eight Index crimes, the FBI collects detailed data on homicides. Supplementary Homicide Reports (SHR)
provide incidentbased information on criminal homicides, including information describing the
victim(s), the offender(s the relationship between victim and offender, when the incident occurred, the
weapon used, and the circumstances leading to the homicide incident. Law enforcement agencies in
Ohio voluntarily report SHR data directly to the Federal Bureau of Investiga part of the UCR
Program.

The following report is based on Ohio homicides reported by law enforcement to tHfeoRBR00O to
2012 Unless otherwise stated, data come from SHR.
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Part |I: Homicides in Ohio and the U.S.

Homicides in Ohio and the U.80002012

Homicidesn Ohiooccurredat a rate ofbetween four andive per 100,000 populatiarOver the past 30

years both the numbers and rate of homicides has fluctuated. Highs occurred in the late 1970s and early
1980s and again in the earp90s. While homicides in recent years are lower than in the past decades,
there was a slight upswing the early 2000snd since 2006, the rate continues to decrease.
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rates do show a convergence, however.
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U.S. Regional Homicide Rates
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31*. A comparison of regional homicide rates suggest that within the last 13 years, homicide rates vary
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although at a lower rate.
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Part II: Homicides in Ohio 2062012

From 2000 to 2012, Ohio law enforcement agencies reported a total of 6,622 homicided-&l thets
annualCrime in the United Statésldzo f A OF GA2y ® Ly (GKS C. LQa&a 63l SYSy
homicides were reported. This discrepaoay occuwhen one data reporting deadline is earlier or later

than another reporting deadliner when the SHR form, which is separas not completed by the law
enforcement gency Given the more completaformation provided in the SHFhis report is based on

data ofthe 6,346homicides.

Number of Homicide IncidentsThere werea total 0f5,931 homicidéncidentsreported inthe SHR
in Ohiq resulting in 6,346 victims. Of the 5,931 occurrences, 95 percent (N = 5,626) resulted in the
murder of a single victimand five percent (N = 305) resulted in the murder of multiple victims.

Of all the homicide incidents in which there was a single victim, 55 percent were committed by a single
offender, 16 percent were committed by multiple offenders and 30 percent werandgitted by an
unknown number of offendefs
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There was a 23 percent im@ase in the number of homicide incidentsOhio from 2000 to 2012n the
year 2005, Ohio law enforcement agencies reported the greatest nurabaomicide incidents (N =
529). Inthe year 2000law enforcement agenciegported the lowest number of homicide incidents (N
= 355) Most recenty, law enforcement agencies reported a total of 435 homicide incidents in 2012.

From 2000 to 2005, the number of homicide incidents increakegercent, with an average increase of
29 homicide incidents per year.

! Homicide includes murder and nonnegligemanslaughter, not included in this count for this type of offense classification are deaths caused
by negligence, suicide, or accident; justifiable homicides; and attempts to murder or assaults to murder.
2Total percent does not equal 100 percent duedanding.



Monthly Homicide Incident Occurrences

The summer and fall months of July, August, September and October had the largest number of
homicide incidents, accounting for about 36 percemtall reported homicide incidents from 2000 to
2012.In each of the 13/ears the summer and fall months showed téghestnumber of homicide
incidents.

Total Number of Homicide Incidents in Ohio, by Month
20002012
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Homicide Incident Victims

The following datawere reported for the victims for whom all or some demographic information was
available. There are some incidents in which little or no demographic data, such as age, gender, or race

data, were available for the victim$his data covers the years 20002@12.

Victim Gender

Of the victims whose gendewere identified, 76 percent (N = 4,813) were male andodcent (N =
1,490) were female Over the last 13 years, on average, there have i&émes & many male victims

of homicideas female watims ofhomicide
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The number of maland femalehomicide victims peaked in 2005, with a totaumber of 421 male
victims and 136 female victim&rom 2000 to 2012, the numbef male victims increased 36%he

number of female homicide victims has remairrethtively steady over this 13 year period.




Victim Age

Of the homicidevictims whose agewere reported, ertain age groupsippeared tobe more frequent
targets of homicideghan others Thirty-eight percent (N = 2,381) were betweehd ages ofl8 and 29
years old. Across each year, theA8 age group had the highest number of homicide victiGwerall,

the average age of homicide victims was 33 ye@le average age of victims remained fairly consistent
over the last 13 yearsvith the average age being between 32 and.35

Homicide Victims by Age Range
20002012
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Number of Victims

Therewere a total of 859 (14%) victims of homicide beémnezero (newbornand 18 years. Of those 859
homicide victims, 385 (45%) were between the ages of 16 and 18 years and 340w86e between

the ages of zero andive. Of the homicide victims in the zero to five age group, 109 (35%) were under
one year of age and 240 (77%) were between the agesrofand two years.

310 calculate the meaageof the victims, newborns (birth to one week old) and babies (one week to 12 months oldyagesonverted to
one year.



Male Homicide Victims by Age Range
20002012
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Numbe of Victims

The early adulthood years were most notable, madarly for malesas the graph aboveindicates.

About 42 percent of all male homicide victims were between the ages of 18 and 29 years. In contrast,
about 26 percent of female homicide victims fell between the age range of 18 and 29 wsaseen in

the graph below The arerage agef male homicide victimg/as32 years and the average age of female
homicidevictimswas35years.

Female Homicide Victims by Age Range
20002012
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Victim Race

Of the homicide victims whose race wasported, there were a total of 3,752 (60%) black victims and
2,454 (39%) white victims. There we22 Asian or Pacific Islandand five American Indian or Alaskan
Native homicide ictims identified.

Homicide Victims by Gender and Race
20002012
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Black males made up 66 percent of male homicidénas and 49 percent of all homicide victims. White
males made up 34 percent afale homicide victims and 25 perceuwitall homicide victims. In contrast,
black females made up 42 percent of female homicide victims andefi€ept of all homicide victims,
whereas white females made up 57 percent of female homicide victims and 13 percent of all homicide
victims.Since 2000, black males have consistently remained the largest group of all victims of homicide.

Percent of Black Male Homicide Victims
20002012
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The number of black male homicideictims varied peaking in 2010 at 58 percerfsince 2005at least
half or moreof all homicide victims have been identifiedalslack male
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homicide. Ages 18 through Zfppeared to be the deadliest time for black males, as indicated by the
graph below. Approximately 50 percent of black males fell between this age group. There was no

dramatic peak for white males, as 29 percegit fvithin the same age grouporblackfemale victims of

homicide31 percent fell within the age group of 18 to 29 years, while 22 percent of white females fell
between the same age group.
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Homicide Incident Offenders

5SY23ANI LIKAOIffeZ hKA2Qa K2YAOARS 2FFSYyRSNHISSNB
to 2012 data are reported only for those offendefsr whom all or some demographic information was
available.

Offender Gender

Male homicide offenderoutnumbered female homicide offendensearly eight to one.There were
4,809 male homicide offenders and 634 female homicide offendBng& number of reported male
homicide offenders peaked in 2005, with a total humber of 428 and again in 2009 with the same
number of offenders.

Male & Female Homicide Offenders
20002012
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From 2000 to 2005, the number of identified male homicide offenders increased 78 percent. Due to the
low number of female homicide offenders, no patterns based on gender were identifiable.

12

a



Offender Age

Of thehomicide offendersvhose ages were reporte®4 percent (N = 2,755) were between the ages of
18 and 29 years old.heaverage age for homicide offenders in Ohias 29 years

Homicide Offenders by Age Range
20002012
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Number of Offenders

Sixtysevenpercent of homicide victims between the ages of 18 and 29 wdledkby an offender
between the same ageanges This has remained fairly consistent over the past 13 years, with the
highest peaking af3 percentin 2009and the lowestat 62 percentin 2000 Twentyfive percent of
offenders were known nofamily membes of the victim within this samage rangeOf the known non
family members, 80 percent of offenders were identified as an acquaint@nites victim.

Homicide Offenders Ages 139 with Victims Ages 1-29
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Number of Offenders
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{AYAf N (2 hKA &k addtRodd ydarsRvBre Bdstatabe, Particularly for males, as
the graph above indicates. About 55 percent of all male homicide offenders were between the ages of
18 and 29 years. In contrast, about 46 percent of female homiffdmdersfell between the age range
of 18 and 29 years, as seen in the graph below. The average age of male hafi@dierswas 29
years and the average age of female homiciffenderswas31 yeatrs.
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Offender Race

Ofthe homicideoffenderswhose race were reported, there wera total of 3,406 (%) black offenders
and 1,915 (%%) whiteoffenders There werel4 Asian or Pacific Islandand sixAmerican Indian or
Alaskan Native homicideffenders identified.

Homicide Offenders by Gender and Race
20002012

70%

60%

50%

D

o

X
|

H Black

3
i White

o
S
1

Percent Within Each Gender
S
o O
X X

S
S
]

Female Male

Black males made up 66 percent of male homiatfendersand 57 percent of all homicideffenders
White males made up 34 percent of all male homicmiéenders and 30 percent of all homicide
offenders In contrast, black females made & percent of fenale homicideoffendersand 6 percent of
all homicideoffenders whereas white females made 4® percent of female homicideffendersand 6
percent of all homicide offenders

Percent of Black Male Homicide Offenders
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Similar toblack male homicidevictims the number of black maleffenders also varied but their
numbers peakedn 2010 at 68 percentSince2001, more thanhalf of homicide offenders have been
identified as a black male.
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homicide. Ayes 18 through 28howsthe most number of black male homicide offendeas indicated by

the dramatic peak in thegraph below. Approximatel§3 percent of black males fell beten this age

group. There was also lassdramatic peak for white males, a42 percent fell within the same age
group. Black females also saw a similar increase for the same age range; approximately 52 percent fell
within this age range of 189, while 41 percent of white females fell within this same rage.

Male Homicide Offenders by Age and Race
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Characteristics of VictinOffender Relationship

The majority of homicide victims (81%) knew their offender, either as a family menaver,
acquaintance, or an intimate/former intimatpartner. Given that most homicides involve an offender

known to the vicim, clear patterns of gender and racial relationships are also found between victims

and their offenders. The followin000 to2012 statistics were obtained from those incidents in which
relationship information could be determined.

Victim-Offender Gender
Eightyeight percent of female homicides and 90 percent of male homicides pengetrated by a male

offender. Since 2000, mor¢han 80 percent of mal@ictims were killed by a male offendekcross all
male and female homicides, about 11 percent wpeepetrated by a female offender.

Gender Relationship between Victim and Offender

Female Offender Male Offender
Female Victim 12% 88%
Male Victim 10% 90%
Relationship between Male Offenders and Homicide Victims
20002012
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Relationship between Female Offenders and Homicide Victims

= Female Victims = Male Victims

20002012
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Victim-Offender Race

There is a great tendency for homicide victims and offenders to be of the same race.-tdiety

percent of black victims were Killed by black offenders. Likewise, 75 percent of white victims were killed

by white offenders.

Racial Relationship betweenittim and Offender

BlackOffender White Offender

BlackVictim 93% 7%

White Victim 25% 75%

Relationship between Black Offenders and Homicide Victims
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Relationship between White Offenders and Homicide Victims
20002012
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Single VictimSingle Offenderricidents

Ninety-five percent ¢ homicide incidents involved a single victim. Of these, 55 percent invahsadgle
identified offender. Sixteen percent were committed by multiple offenders. Thirty percent were
committed by an unknowhoffender.

The single victinsingle offender data were analyzed to gain a better understanding of the relationship
between vicim and offender. Of the single victisingle offender incidents for which relationship data
were known, the overwhelming proportion of offenders were known to the victim. As the following
graph showspnly 10 percent of homicide offenders were identified as being strangers. For 86 percent
homicides,for which relationship data was availabléhe victim knew the offender and often the
perpetrator was a known nefamily member or an intimate/former intinta partner.
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boyfriend, girlfriend, exhusband,ex-wife, commonlaw husband, commonrlaw wife and homosexual relationship
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That the victim knew the offender was especially true for female victims. Of the single-gintiie

Relationship of Victim to Offender
Single VictimSingle Offender Data

Unknown
29%

offenderincidentsin which the relationship was known, six percent of females (out of all female victims)

were murdered by someone idéfied as a stranger, compared to 22 percent of maldivis (out of all
male victims). Additional\31 percent of females were murdered by an intimate partner or former

intimate partner, in contrast tehree percent of male victims.

Percent Within Each Gender

Victim-Offender Relationship
(Victim was __ to Offender)

70%

60%
50%

40%

30%

20%

10% -

0% -

Family

Known non- Intimate or Stranger
family former intimate

® Female Victims & Male Victims

Unknown

20



Weapons Used itHomicide Incidents

All homicides involve some sort of weaponry, whether it is a firearm, knife fdist, poison, or other
object. For all homicide incidents where the weapon could be determined, the follax@@g to 2012
data were obtained.

Firearmswere the leading weapon identified in homicide incidents, making up 63 pe(bknt4,622pf

Fff ARSYGAFTASR 6SILRyad 9AIKUE LISNOSyld 2F 6SILRYya
GSILIRYyésS ogKAOK AyOf dzRSa 0 S.INing yefcant afzhoifides iKkMolyeR a = T S
knives/cutting instruments. Fourteen percent of homicides were due to other unknown weapons.

Weapons used in Homicide Incidents

20002012
Other, type

unknown
14%

Other*
3%

Personal Weapo
8%

Instrument
9%

*Includes weapons such as Poison/Thrown out Window, Explosives, Fire, Narcotics/Drugs, D&ivarigglation and Asphyxiation.
** Note that in this chart homicides by weapon type are broken down as a percentage of all victims (e.g., i¢frisofvere killed by firearm).

Fortypercentof homicide victims between thagesof zero and fiveverekilled by a personal weapon.
Seventyfive percent ofdeaths othomicide victims between the ages of 18 and 29 wexesed by the
use of a firearm
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The number of firearms used in a homicide peaked in Z0ll4 463)This is d 14 percent increase in
the number of firearms reportedince 2000 However there was &l7 percent decreasm the number
of firearms used in a homicideom 2011 to 2012

Firearms used in Homicides
20002012
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Number of Firearms Used

Differences in weapon usage emerge as a function of geiierfive percent of male offenders used a
firearm to commit homicide, as opposed to 34 percent of femaéf@gves and cutting instruments were
used by a higher percentage of females than males, although the overall number of homicides
committed by females usg these weapons remains low.

Weapon Use by Gender
20002012

Percent Within Gender
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Instrument Weapons unknown

H Female 1 Male
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Part II: OhioHomicidelncidents by City
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As depicted in the chart below, thrate of homicides within these threeities has fluctuated over the
past 13 yearsThehomidde rate of Cincinnati peakdd 2006 at 28.1 homicide incidents per 100,000
population. Calmbus has maintained the lowest rate of homicide over this 13 year périod
comparison to the other cities
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Most significant of thelatabelowis that Cincinnati experienced282% increase in the number of
homicide incidents from 2000 to 200€olumius experienced a 50 percent increase in the number of

homicide incidents from 2000 to 2003. Cleveland experienced a 42 percent decrease in the number of

homicides between 2005 and 2008. All three cities reported a lower number of homicide incidents in

2012in comparison to 2011 data.

Ohio Homicide Incidents by City
20002012
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Ohio Homicides by CityictimX5ender and Race

Males werefive timesmore likely to bevictims of homicide in CincinhiaCleveland and Columbuss,
pattern similar to the state oDhio for this time period.
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Homicide Victims by Gender
20002012
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Black malesnake up the majority chomicide victims, especially in the Columbus ak&éhin all three
cities, black male victims also represented 39 percent of all black male victims in Ohio.

The percent of black male and female victimsthese threecities is fairly consistent with the total
percent of black male and female victims in Ohio. The total percent of white male vinti@tsiois less

than the percentage ofwhite male victims for the three cities and the percenttofal white female

victimsin Ohiois greater than thepercent ofwhite female victims of the three cities.

HomicideVictims by Race

Cincinnati
Cleveland
Columbus
Ohio

Black Percent
637 82%
710 76%
707 67%

3,752 60%

White Percent
139 18%
228 24%
343 33%

2,454 40%
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Ohio Homicides by City: Offende®&ender and Race

Males wereninetimesmore likelythan femaledo be identified as homicide offenders in €iimati,
Cleveland and Columbus, similar to that found for Glsi@ whole

700

Homicide Offenders by Gender
20002012
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Black nales make up the overwhelming majority of homicide offenders, within all three cities
represented. Black male offenders within these three cities also represent 55 percent of all black male

offenders in Ohio.

The percent of black male and female offenderthe three citieds fairly consistent with the total
percent of black male and female victims in Ohio and it issisdarfor white male and female

offenders.

Homicide Offenders by Race

Cincinnati
Cleveland
Columbus
Ohio

Black Percent White Percent
377 88% 49 12%
525 79% 139 21%
437 70% 187 30%

3,406 64% 1,915 36%
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Ohio Homicides by City: Characteristics of Viciffender Relationship

From 2000 to 2012of the single victirrsingle offender incidents for which relationship data were
known, the overwhelmingercentof offenders within these identified cities were known to the victim.
ForCleveland and Columbus, 77 percent of homicides the victim knew the offenderd in Cincinnati,
82 percent of victims knew the offender. Often the perpetrator was a knownfaorly member or
intimate/former intimate partner.

Relationship of Victim to Offender
Single VictimSingle Offender Data

| |
Stranger
Intimate or Former Intimate

Known non-Family

Family
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