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In June 2008, the Bureau of Justice Statistics released the report Prison Inmates at Midyear 2007. The
following data and chart summarize the findings contained in this report. A copy of the full report can be
found at: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pim07.pdf.
At midyear 2007, 1,595,034 persons were incarcerated in the Nation’s state and federal prisons. Nearly 88
percent were under state jurisdiction. More than 95 percent under state and federal jurisdiction were
sentenced to more than one year.
Prison population in the U.S. and Ohio
Between January and June 2007, the prison population in the U.S. rose 1.6 percent. The growth rate
increased at a slower rate for state prisons (+1.4 percent) than for federal prisons (+3.1 percent). Fortyone states, including Ohio, reported increases in their prison population during this time period. Ohio,
one of the 10 largest prison population states, had an increase of 2.5 percent in the prison population.
As of June 30, 2007, the rate of imprisonment for those sentenced to more than one year was 509 per
100,000 U.S. residents. The rate was higher for males (957 per 100,000 male residents) compared to
females (69 per 100,000 female residents).
State prisons admitted 2.3 percent more prisoners in 2006 (the most recent data available on prison
admissions and releases) than in 2005. About one-third of all admissions to state prisons were offenders
sentenced for violations of parole or conditions of supervised release.
Prison and Jail Inmates at Midyear 2007
As of June 30, 2007, an estimated 2.3 million inmates were held in custody in state or federal prison
facilities or in local jails. Approximately 2/3 of these were held in prison. During the first six months, the
total custody population increased 1.8 percent. The incarceration rate (the number of inmates held in state
or federal prisons or in local jails per 100,000 U.S. residents) for those in custody was 762.
Characteristics of those in custody
•

Of the 2.3 million inmates in custody, 2.1 million were men and 208,300 were women.

•

Approximately 34 percent of the total incarcerated male population was ages 20 to 29, while 36
percent of the incarcerated female population was ages 30 to 39.

•

The estimated incarceration rate for black males was 4,618 per 100,000, whereas the incarceration
rate for white males was 773 per 100,000. Hispanic males had an estimated incarceration rate of
1,747 per 100,000.

•

The incarceration rates for females, while significantly lower than that of males, patterned the
same. The incarceration of black women was 348 per 100,000, compared to 146 per 100,000 for
Hispanic women and 95 per 100,000 for white women.

•

From midyear 2000 through midyear 2007, Hispanic men represented the largest increase to the
custody population, accounting for 1/3 of the overall change in the number of inmates in prison
or jail.

•

At midyear 2000, black women were incarcerated at a rate six times that of white women. By June
30, 2007, the incarceration for black women declined to 3.7 times that of white women. These

2

incarceration rate changes are due to an overall decline in the incarceration rate for black women
(-8.4 percent) and an overall increase in the incarceration rate for white women (+51 percent).
•

The number of non-U.S. citizens held in state or federal custody on June 30, 2007 increased by
3.7 percent compared to 2006.

•

The number of juveniles held in state custody increased 10.4 percent from June 30, 2006 to 2007.

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics Bulletin, Prison Inmates at Midyear 2007.
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